Heavy fighting 
breaks out in 
Afghanistan 



KABUL (AFP) - Heavy fighting 
erupted on battle fronts across north- 
em Afghanistan, ending a 20 day lull 
in the ruling militia*s summer offensive, 
sources said Sunday. 

Fighting was heavy on front lines 50 
kilometres north of Kabul, while a Tal- 
iban aerial bombardment campaign had 
inflicted heavy casualties at Taloqan in 
the far north, independent sources said. 

Two westerners, an aid worker and a 
journalist, were injured earlier this week 
after a Taliban fighter jet struck a heli- 
copter at Taloqan airport. 

The Pakistan-based Afghan Islamic 
Press (AIP) said Masood had gone on 
the offensive in Kapisa province and 
had advanced on Bagram airbase from 
the west. 

Bagram and the provincial city of 
Charikar straddle the front lines north 
of Kabul and were reduced to a no-mans 
land after the Taliban launched its fierce 
summer campaign on July 28. 

More than 200,000 people fled the 
fertile Shomali Plains, which start 15 
kilometers from Kabul, while foreign ob- 
servers estimated about 7,000 men woe 
wounded or had p^ished in the fighting. 

Most refugees or internally displaced 
people fled to the opposition's heavily 
fortified bastion Panjsher Valley strong- 
hold, around 100 kilometers from Ka- 
bul, in Kapisa province. 

But thousands of others are camping 
in Kabul, where United Nations agen- 
cies are feeding them. 

One western analyst said Masood was 
expected to shift his troops through 
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Bagram while simultaneously pushing 
southeast in the mountainous areas 
which ring his base in the Panjsher Val- 
ley. 

*From there he can tie-up the Taliban 
and stretch their resources. This would 
relieve some of the pressure the Talibs 
are applying to the north of Kabul,* he 
said. 

Ethnic Tajik commander Masood 
controls Afghanistan's northeastern 
provinces after a five year civil war 
against the ethnic Pashtoon-dominated 
Taliban who control most of the coun- 
try. 

Taliban supreme leader Mulla Mo- 
hammad Omar has vowed to end all 
opposition to the militia's ultra-ortho- 
dox Islamic reign. 

AIP said troops loyal to Masood 
gained grouiid, kiUing 15 Taliban sol- 
diers and capturing 16 of them. 

Quoting an unidentified opposition 
spokesman, it said Masood's fighters 
had retaken the areas of Shokhi and 
Kotal-e-Solankand advanced 15 kilom- 
eters towards the town of Nejrab. 

*Rghting is continuing and our forc- 
es are making good progress to achieve 
their objective, which is to drive the 
Taliban out of the areas the militia 
seized in Kapisa recently,' the spokes- 
man said. There was no independent 
confirmation of the opposition claim. 

Masood is the last obstacle to Tali- 
ban control over the entire country. The 
militia have imposed an Islamic sys- 
tem over more than 80 per cent of 
Afghanistan. 



Masood 
troops claim 
more gains 

KABUL, Sept 1: Afghanistan's 
United Front on Wednesday 
claimed gains in two northern 
provinces, saying fierce fighting 
had inflicted "significant losses cm 
the Taliban. 

Opposition spokesman General 
Sayed Anwari said large quantities 
of ammunition, armoured vehicles 
and heavy weapmis were captured. 

He said the offensive was 
launched in Jozjan, where troops 
aligned to the United Front had 
captured the strategic town of 
Ala^an. 

' '*The Taliban's human losses in 
Jozjmi were significant One of the 
enemy's most prominent comman- 
ders in the province, Maulavi 
Ismael, was killed in the batde for 
Alaghan," Anwari said. 

Anwari said the United Front 
troops continued their advance 
towards Aibak by capturing the 
district of Gordara in Samangan 
province. 

'^Consecutive Taliban military 
defeats in Darre Suf, Samangan, 
recently prompted the United 
Front armies to initiate a number 
of off ttisives," he said. 

He added that the Taliban were 
repulsed from the districts of 
Aqigunbad, tonjgola and Gosfandi. 

''Fighting continues to rage in 
the west of the province," he said. 

On Tuesday Masood said in an 
interview with the French daily 
Liberation he would "continue the 
war into the eastern provinces up 
to the Pakistan border" and 
"resume the offensive in the next 
few days".— AFP 
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Heavy fighting 
along Afghan 



continues 



KABUL, Sept 7: Fighdng along 
Afghan front lines continued on 
Tuesday as the ruling Taliban 
repeated claims that France is 
actively supporting opposition 
Mujahideen factions. 

An opposition spokesman said 
fighting was heaviest along battle 
zones north of Kabul and claimed 
40 Taliban were dead, including a 
militia commander, and a cache of 
arms was seized. 

Commander MuUa Khan 
Shuhke was killed in the fighdng,** 

hesaid.^^^^/ 

Indepisi^dent sources confirmed 
fierce clashes had occurred at the 
Old Road about 50 kilcnnetres north 
of Kabul and at Nejrab 60 kilome- 
tres nordi east of the capital while 
the Taliban bombed northern dis- 
tricts. , 
"The momentum, the tempo, is 
unchanged. The fighting erupted 
about three days ago and we're see- 
ing a continuation with Masood 
pushmg into areas lost over the last 
five weeks,** an observer said. 

Opposition commander Ahmad 
Shah Masood and the .United Front 
has fought a five year ciyU war 
against the Talibsoi whidb launched 
its summer campaign on July 28 
with Masood losing ground in 
Nejrab and on the Old Road. 

From the Panjsher Valley a 
spokesman for Masood, Mohammad 
Aref j said Masood's troops had 
marched to within five kilometres 
to the west of Nejrab while sepa- 
rate attadcs had been launched in 
the northern provinces. 

In Samangan, he said, fighting 
broke out near the capital Aibak 
whUe a Taliban commander, Rais 
Joma, and 300 troops defected. 
"Another 20 Taliban were killed, 
several villages captured and fitt- 
ing is still going on**. 

"There was fighting around 
Khanabad and Pul-i-Archi in 
Kunduz province. Our soldiers 
laimched a guerilla-styled attack 
against the Taliban before pulling 
back to their position," Aref Mid. 



A Taliban spokesman was 
unavailable for comment on the 
fighting but militia authorities 
lashed out at France a second time, 
amifrfpg Pari& of providing military 
and political support to opposition 
factions which makeup the United 
F^nt. Aref dismissed the charge as 

baseless. 

Through the official broadcaster 
Radio Shariat, Taliban authorities 
said France had made illegal trips 
to opposirion-held territory and 
added Paris was contributing to the 
on-going dvil war in Afghanistan. 

"Unfortunately such self-interest- 
ed drdes allow for the continuation 
of fighting here with their subver- 
sive moves. They also help the out- 
cast groups to live a bit longer 
thanks to their financial offfers," 
Radio Shariat said. 

On Monday the militia declared 
France was actively involved with 
Masood claiming Paris was eying 
access to Afghanistan*s natural 
resources after a parliamentary del- 
egation met with opposition chiefs. 

This induded Brice Lalonde and 
Alain Madeline who the militia said 
had taken a helicopter fitxm nei^- 
bouring Tajikistan to Masood's 
heavily fortified base in the 
Panjsher Valley, 100 kilometres 
north of here. 

Both politicians are members of 
Fr^ch opposition parties but Aref 
said their visit was unofficial and 
purely for humanitarian reasons. 

"We dismiss as baseless what the 
Taliban said. We need no military 
or political advice,** he said. 

Radio Shariat said the interna- 
tional community •'should handle 
things responsibly and help the 
Islamic Emirate in maintaining the 
present order instead of imdertak- 

ing their ill^ trips^ 

Their suspicions stem from a pop- 
ular belief that Masood was backed 
by Paris when he fought Ae 1979-89 
occupation by the former USSR but 
militia authorities had previously 
limited any claims to private talks 
with diplcwnats. — AFP 
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Opposition captures 
10 Taliban villages 



KABUL (AFP) - The Afghani oppo- 
sition Wednesday said Hts forces has 
captured 10 key villages in die north- 
em provinces of Balkh and Samangan 
and taken prisoner 200 fighters of the 
ruling Taliban militia, the Afghan Is- 
lamic Press (AIP) reported. 

The mountainous villages were 
seized after two days of fighting, dur- 
ing which eight Taliban comtnanders 
and 300 fighters defected, a spokesman 
for opposition commander Ahmad 
Shah Masood was quoted as telling die 
Pakistan-based private news service. 

Opposition forces captured 200 filt- 
ers, the spokesman said, without giv- 
ing details. 

The independent sources confirmed 
fighting had been heavy in Samangan 
for the fourth straight day and said 
Masood had made some gains in the 
are'a. 

^There's been fighting in Samangan 
and on front lines north of Kabul and 
Masood has captured significantly stra- 
tegic arieas,* one source told AFP. 

He said Taliban aerial bombardments 
were continuing in the northern prov- 
ince of Takhar which could be a prel- 
ude to a larger scale offensive by the 
Islamic militia. 



AIP said the villages cldmed by the 
opposition included Panj Qarya, Tleer 
Naqshi and Qerbach, strategically lo- 
cated on the route linkmg Balkh widi 
southern regions. 

Opposition forces said at least 12 peo- 
ple were killed and 50 injiu^ in the 
bombing raid on a busy bazaar in the 
city of Taloqan. 

Taliban aircraft continued to carry 
out sorticiii over the province of Tdo- 
qan Wednesday. This morning, one of 
T)ftloqan*s busiest bazaars came under 
dkect enemy fire,' (^position general 
Sayed Anwari said. ' ' ^ - : 

*At least 12 bodies have been exca- 
vated so far from the rubble. The death 
toll is expected to rise in the comifig 
hours.* 

It said fighting had also been contin- 
uing between forces loyai to Masood 
and the Taliban militia in the northern 
districts of Khanabad, Nehrin and 
Dasht-e-Archi. 

The Taliban controls about 80 per 
vceitt^ A^^Mstaa, lielii^ifi^ ibe ^ap^ 
ital K^ul. Masood^s troopi'bngaged 
in a five-year civil war against tl^ mi- 
litia, foiled Taliban attempts iii late July 
to wrest control of the remaining north- 



eastern provinces fr^m the opposition. 



copter 
down in Kapisa 

ISLAM^ AI^^MNI) ~ Anti-IMiban 
northdm alliance faais claimed shooting 
down a helicopter df the TaHban 
in Najrab ^strict of KaoisaWvince 
killing all s^ on boart / \ 

A spolbesman for theJifghaij^qpposi- 
tion warned that any jet fighters of Ihe 
Taliban bombing residential areas and 
cbfenseless people of nordiem Afghan* 
istan would be shot down. He con- 
demned tbc use of cluster bombs by the 
Taliban against defenseless pc^le of 
northern Afj^anistan. 
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Opposition arrests 
Taliban Governor, 
kills 40 troops 
in ambush 

KABUL (AFP) • Afghan opposition 
forces arrested a T^iban governor and 
several other officials in an ambush that 
left 40 militia fighters dead in northern 
Afghanistan, an opposition general said 
Monday. 

General Sayed Hussain Anwari, a 
senior aide to opposition conunander 
Ahmed Shah Masood, clsdded the pris- 
oners included some Pakistanis as well 
as several local goyemment officiids, 
who were trapped on Sunday in the 
northern province of Sar-i-Ptil. 

*We captured the governs of adja- 
cent Jawzjan province Mawlawi Mo- 
hammad mli and spme Pakistanis/ he 
said speaking .by satellite telephone 
from northern Afghanistan. 

Anwari gave no details. 

A Taliban spokesman/ Abdul Hai 
Mutmaen, confirmed the im^ident^ but 
said it was the result of a 'conspiracy 
not ambush.' 

He said a group of opposition fight- 
ers, headed by Abdul Chirik, had con- 
tacted the local Taliban authorities, say- 
ing they would defect to the Taliban 
side. *Our officials went to welcome 
them, Init were taken prisoners instead/ 
Mutmaen said. The aiiti-Tidiban groups 
fighting under Masopd's command, 
hold some pockets in the mountainous 
parts of northern Afghanistan from 
where their fighters wage a guerrilla war. 
against the Taliban which contrds most 
of Afghanistan. 



13 kill ed in 

9 



crash: sources 



KABUL, Sept 11: Thirteen peo- 
ple were killed after a niilitaiy heli- 
coptei* transporting civilians 
crashed between Kabul and 
Kandahar town in the soutli of the 
country, sources said on Saturday. 

Hospital and diplomatic sources 
based in Islaniabad said the crash 
occurred about 300 kilometres 
south of Kabul, about half-way to 
|g^y if/iyhfir fvliope ^be luMng Taliban 
has estaUished their base. 

Sources said most of ibm casual- 
ties were women and duldren, the 
family members, of two air force 
pilots. 

The cause of the crash, which 
occurred late in the afternoon on 
Wednesday, Sept^nber 8, was not 
known. 

*^ere was a heHcoptar that fell 
out of the sky,** one diplomatic 
source told AFP. But he added 
there were few otho: details. 

No official comment has been 
made in regard to die cra^ and a 
Taliban spokesman was not imme- 
diately available.— AFP 

DAWN 



Afghan town 
bombed 



ISLAMABAD, Sept 15: Jet fight- 
;«rs of Afghanistan's ruling Tal^MU 
jmoven^t bombed an opposition- 
held town in the country's north on 
Wednesday, killing at least seven 
civilians and wounding 13, an 
opposition spokesman claimed. 

Meani^diile Afghab Islamic Press, 
said jets from Afghanistan's 
Taliban regime haye bombed the 
opposition stronghold town of 
Taloqan in the country's nordi and 
killed 15 people. 

AIP said the TaHban jets flew at 
least three bombing sorties, the 
last cme Wednesday aft^emoon, to 
hit Taloqan, capital of the north- 
em Takhar province. 

Mohamm|id Habee), an aide to 
main oppdsition commander 
Ahmad Shah liiiasood, said: "Two 
of the bombs fell on a crowded 
part of Taloqan bazaar." 

Opposition fighters took 15 
Taliban posts in the strategic 
Khanabad township of Kunduz 
early on Wednesday morning, he 
daimed.— Reuters^PA 
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Taliban governor held 



KABUL, Sept 13^ Afghan opposi- 
tion forces arrested 'a Taliban gov- 
ernor and several other oMdals in , 
an ambush that left 4(1 militia 
fighters dead, an opposition gener- 
al said Monday. 

General Sayed Hussain Anwari, 
a senior aide to opposition com- 



mandeer Ahmed Shah Masood, said 
the prisoners included some 
Pakistanis as well as several local 
government officials, who were 
trapped on Sunday in die northern 
province of Sar-i-Pul. A Taliban 
spokesman, Abdul Hai Mutmaen, 
confinned tfie incident.— AFP 



Taliban goveraor released 



PESHAWAR. Sept 17: Afghanis- 
tan's opposition Northerni Alliance 
freed a governor of the riiling 
Taliban for the northern Jawzjai^ 
province and the mili^a in return > 
released 22 opposition prisoners, 
the Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) 
agency reported Friday. 

*'It is not an exchange of prison- 



er the AIP quoted a Taliban 
spokes^nah, Abdul Hayee Mutmoin, 
as sayihg from the militia head- 
quarterly in Kandahar, southwest- 
em Afghanistan. 

V Maulvi Wali Jan was abducted a 
week agb along with nine others by 
an opposition commander in 
Saripul province. — ^DPA 
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Afghan 
missiles hit 
Dir villages: 
one killed 

By Ali Hazrat Bacha 

MINGORA, Sept 22: At least 
three missiles fired from across the 
border landed in Pakistan on 
Wednesday, hittmg the villages of 
Teerane in Dir. At least one vil- 
lager was killed and another 
injured. 

The Afghan missiles landed in 
Pakistan for the second consecu- 
tive day. At least 24 of them had 
landed in the Tootalai and Ma^dni 
areas of the Dii^ district on 
Tuesday. A child was killed in 
Tootalai and a number of cattle- 
heads had also perished. Hie mis- 
sile also damaged properly. 

Eyewitnesses confirmed that the 
missiles had been fired from across 
the border, spreading terror 
among the people of , villages bor- 
dering Afghanistan. iPeople of five 
villages, including Shankorak, 
Nari^ Shegal and two odiers have 
reportedly abandoned their homes 
with their cattle in. search of safety 
after the missiles hit the area on 
the second day on Wednesday. 

There have been reports of mis- 
siles landing in the Bajaur tribal 
area, but no details of casualties or 
damage to property were available 
immediately. 

The missiles were reportedly 
fired by the Taliban to harass one 
of their rivals, Malik Mohammad 
Zareen, who is said to have taken 
refuge in the Maskini village. 

APP report from Islamabad adds: 
Afghan Charge d' Affaires Mulla 
Saeed-ur-Rahman Haqqani has 
undertaken to ascertain facts from 
his government with regard to 
reports that rockets had landed in 
a village in Dir, saying it was incon- 
ceivable for the Taliban to carry 
out such attacks on Pakistan. 

Responding to a news item 
appearing in ^e press about the 
rockets that had landed in a village 
in Dir, a Foreign Office spokeanan 
said on Wednesday the matter had 
been taken up with the AfghifMQ^ 
charge d'affaires. 4% 
^ - The Afghan charge jfi^^^i^ 
nas undertaken to ascertain the 
actual facts from his government. 
He' said fighting had been going on 
between the Taliban and the 
Afghan opposition close to 
the Pakistan border,** the 
spokesman said, quoting the 
Afghan official. 

The spokesman said the Afghan 
diplomat had stressed diat "it was 
inconceivable that the Taliban 
woidd deliberately carry out such 
attacks on Pakistan, which it con- 
sidered a friendly and brotherly 
country." 
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gains against Taliban 




KABUL, Sept 23: Afghanistan's 
opposition United Front on 
Thursday claimed siflniiBcant gains 
in tiiie country's west after five days 
of heavy fighting against the 
Taliban. 

TUm ousted Afghan govemmaifs 
deputy f (»reiga minister, Abdullah, 
said 200 villages in Ghor and Farah 
provinces which surround the 
strategically important Herat 
province were now under opposi- 
tion control 

He said forces loyal to opposition 
conmiander Ahmad Shah Masood 
were ISkms from Shindand airport, 
used by the Taliban as a base for its 
aging fleet of KfiG fighters. 

Independent sources confirmed 
fighting was heavy in both 
provinces after a series of pitched 
battles between Taliban forces and 
locals linked to the United Front in 
Herat last Friday. 

'We could be seeing the start of 
another push with Masood and the 
Taliban positioning themselves to 
grab as many strategic positions as 
they can before winter," one west- 
em observer said. 

DAWN 
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"Then they will use winter to 
stock up on supplies before tack- 
ling eadi other again next year.' 

Abdullah said 172 villages were 
captured in Farah and 28 in Ghor. 

Independent sources said fight- 
ing was also heavy in Kunar 
province in the east where a 
Taliban commander, Mulla Salam 
Rocketti, has successfully beaten 
back troops loyal to Masood after 
three weeks of fighting. 

'The fighting in Herat and in the 
west could also be a ploy by 
Masood to force the Taliban to 
deploy troops away from Kunar 
and frontlines in the north, and 
north of Kabul," another western 
source said. 

Sporadic fighting has erupted 
along the Kabul frontUnes, 50kms 
north of the capital, in recent days 
but Afghan sources say it has been 
comparatively light compared with 
the Taliban's summer offensive in 
late July and early last month. 

Abdullah said the Taliban aim 
was to take the town of Taloqan 
and cut off supply routes to the 
Panjsher Valley.— AFP 
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offensive in north 



'6,000 troops attack at 3 points in Kunduz' 



KABUL (AFP) - Afghanistan's Is- 
lamic Taliban militia laiuidied the sec- 
ond wave of its bloody summer cmn- 
paign on Saturday aimed at ending 
position to its rule in the country's 
northeast proviiKXS, sources said. 
. Opposition spokesman Mdiammad 
Habeei said about 6«000 troops had at- 
tacked from three points at Dasht-i- 
archi, Imam Sahib and Ishkamish in 
northern Kunduz province. 

*The fighting is fierce and it's going 
on now. Casualties are heavy but tlwsrc 
has been no advance by ^e Taliban/ 
the spokesman told AFP. 

He said Taliban fighting at Dasht-i- 
archi was under the direct conax)l of 
Taliban chief of staff Mulla Fazel and 
had erupted shortly before dawn. 

*They have undertaken extensive 
preparations for this attack,* Habeei 
said. 

Independent sources confurmed the 
battle for the n€»th had begun, saymg it 
came as no surprise amid rqports of a 
Taliban troqp build-up in the area. 

* We expect the fightirig will be heavy 
and continue for at least two or three 
days. Certainly tl»re are sevml^u- 
sand men involved and the bombing 
raids were relentless.V one western 
source told AFP. 

A Taliban spokesman was unavwla- 
ble for comment. However, Ihe nailitia 
rarely comments once an offensive is 
underway. 

Habeei said Taliban strikes were 
backed by the militia's aging fleet of 
MiG fighter jets which flew eight sor- 
ties Saturday morning, killing at least 
15 civilians and wounding another 35 
at Taloqan in northern Takhar province. 



Air traffic at Kabul airport was heavy. 

Taloqan is a key opposition strong'* 
hold. The provincial ci^ital controls the 
supply routes from Tajikistan in the 
novdi to (^position commander Ahmad 
Shah Masood and his main basp in the 
Panjsher Valley. • > V 

Malysts said the second wave of the 
militia's offensWe was aime^ at advanc- 
ing ^m west to east acrpsiS the north, 
seizing the supply . routes aiid starving 
Masood during wmter. ' 

The earlier offensive, launched on 
July 28, brought the militia mixed suc- 
cess. Taliban troops pushed front lines 
north of Kabul back 25^kUometres but 
were unable to fake the' Panjsher from 
the southern flanks. 

*Now they want to attack from the 
north and tl^y will make li^ difficult 
for Masood if ^ey cto giab'the supply 
routes,' one western observer said* 

The Islait^ic^Hfliliban controls most of 
Afghanistan after a Ave year civil war 
agmnst the United Front, an alliance of 
mujahideen forces who are mostly 
based in the country's northeast prov- 

. inces, . , I: - ^ ' 

A Taliban spokesman earlier reject- 
ed fpecijl|tio|i the roilida was prepar- 
ing for a majdr operation in the coun- 
try's north but added Taliban troops 
were organised to maintain a high state 
of alert. He also rejected claims by the 
United Front of si^iiflcant gains in the 
country's western provinces. 

'Claims by the opposition of making 
ground in Nimroz, Farah and ShiiKiad 
are virtually baseless and void of truth,' 
a Taliban spokesman said in a interview 
witii die official local Heyw^ daily 
newspaper. 



Taliban launch 




in north 



KABUL* Sept 25: Afghanistan's ; 
Taliban militia launched the sec* 
ond wavie of its summer canqiwigii 
on Saturday aimed at ending pppo^ 
sition to its rule in the country's 
ncntheast provinces, sources said. 

Opposition spokesman 
Mohammad Habeei said about 
6,OO()i^?tFO0ps had attacked from 
thi^^»QpS Dasht4^Af^^ 
Sahib anl Ish^^ 
Kiin^pntrinaice. 

JUPIf lighting is fieri^apd if% ^ 
going on now. Casualties are heavy^ 
but diere has been no advance !^} 
le Xalil3^^ .sp<*^||i^^ 

JFP. "■ ; / ; f 

£te said TaUban fii^tiiig at 

^MilOaij 

had 




Indepimd^Hit^urces confirmed 
the batde'^ i(»^die north had begun^ 
sayhig it can^iis no surprise amid 
repms of a TaHban troop build-up 
inthearea«.^> > ^V- ' ■ / ' • 

**We expect the iB^ting will be 
heavy and ecmtiniia for at least two 
or three days. Certainly there are 
several thousand men involved and 
the bombing ri^ds were relen^ 
less,** one western sonirce told A3^. 

A Taliban spokesman was 
unavailable for comment— AFP 
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Taliban made fresh 
gains, admits 
opposition 

KABUL, Sept 26: Afghanistan's opposition strongholds in the near- 
opposition forces on Sunday con- by Panjsher Valley, 
ceded the Taliban had made some However, a counter-attack by 
advances after the militia launched forces loyal to. opposition comman- 
the second wave of its summer der Ahmad Shah Masood cut 
offensive backed by aerial bom- Taliban gains in half and Kabul's 
bardments. notorious front lines ware re-drawn 

General SayedHussahiAnwari of about 50 kilometres north of the 

the opposition's United Front said capital 

several posts were captured arotmd Anal^ts say the second wave — 

Imam Sahib in northern Kunduz launched from three points on 

province where heavy fitting had Saturday — in the far north is 

entered its second day. aimed at cutting supply routes 

Spokesman Mohammad Habeel heading south into the Panjsher 

said raids by the militia's aging air- ahead of winter, 
force claimed 11 civilian lives and While fighting continued around 

wounded 28 after six overnight sor- Imam Sahib, Anwari said battle 

ties dropped duster bombs on oppo- zones at Dasht-i-Archi and Bangi 

sition-heldTaloqan. had eased where "it is quiet 

"We are used to fighting, it's because the Taliban attack was 

gains and losses, but the sad thing repulsed in these two directions", 
for us is their air attacks against '•Only fitting is going on around 

dvilians," Habeel told AFP. Imam Sahib where the Taliban 

The bombing raids were con- have captured a few posts," he said, 
firmed by independent sources who Habeel added that Taliban troops 

said the raids were staged from had advanced 15 kilome^es and 

Kabul airport where air traffic was front lines had been pushed to with- 

busy. in 10 kilometres south of Imam 

The United Front said 15 civil- Sahib, a port dty on the Tajikistan 

ians died and were 35 wounded dur- bordar. 

ing amilar strikes on Saturday. The TaHban has so far declined to 

General Anwari said the figjiting comment on the fresh fighting, 

in Kunduz was heavy. Militia authorities rarely comment 

"We think they will continue once an offensive is underway, 
their attacks in order to make up Independent sources confirmed 

for their defeat in the Shamali the much antidpated second wave 

areas. We believe they will be had begtm involving about 6,000 

defeated in this region too," Anwari Taliban troops but they were 

told AFP. imable to confirm opposition claims 

The Taliban launched its summer dje militia had been repulsed, 

offensive on July 28 at front-lines . "We expect the fighting to amtin- 
north of Kabul. Initially the militia ue for two or three days before the 
made spectacular gains across the commandars re-assess the situation," 
Shamali Plains in an advance on one western observer said.— -AFP 
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Opposition concedes 
Taliban advance in north 



KABUL (AFP) - Afghanistan's op. 
positioiTf^forces Sunday conceded th^, 
Taliban hiKl made some advances after 
the Islamic militia laum^hed ^e s^ond 
wave of its summer offensive bacmj 
by aerial bombardments. 

General Sayed Hussain Anwari of the 
opposition's United Front said several 
posts were captured around Imam Sa- 
hib in nortl^m Kunduz province where 
heavy fighting had entered its second 
dfy. 

Sp^^man Mohanmiad Habeei sud 
raids by the militia's ageing airforce 
claimed 11 civilian lives arkl. wounded 
28 after six overnight sorties dropped 
cluster bombs on opposition-held TW- 
oqan. ^ 

* We are used to fighting, it Vgains and 
losi^^^the sad thii^g for us is tiieir 
besagH^lttacks against civilians,' 
Hab^TOld AFE 

The bombing raids were confumjBd by 
indepen^t sources who said the raids 
we^«nifrom BCabul airport where 

'l^SfKm Front said 15 civilians 
died a^'were 35 wounded during sina- 
ilar strikes on Saturday. 
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General Anwari said the fighting in 
KuiKiim was heavy. 

' think tl^ will continiie their at- 
tacks in oidw^ to make up for their de- 
feat in the Shamali areas. We believe 
they will be defatted in this rcgicm too,' 
Anwari told AFR 

The Taliban launch^ts sunmier of- 
fensive on July 28 at jjbnt lines north 
of Ka1>ul. Initially the militia made 
spectacular gains across the Shamali 
Plains in an advance on opposition 
sttmgholds in the neaiby Panjsher Val- 



fieitaiwS 

I Analystsisay the second. wave . 

supply routes%eadtng sotxfti into the 

ItojsJieriEihc^.9f^trar^^^^ r - 1 
* j-WMe^ghiingrcoBtinti^^^ ^ 
: Imam SahibrA&wari said ^e zones I 

:!?L?!.^Jr^¥j5^ Ban© M eased ' 
j whole *it is quiet becauie tfc Taliban ' 
attack was repulsed in these two direc- 

*Chily lighting is going on arouiui 
Imam Sahib where the Taliban have 
captured a few posts,' he said* 

Habeel added that Taliban troops had 
advanced 15 kilometres and &ont lines 
had been pushed to within l6 kilome- 
tres south of Imam Sahib, a port city on 
the T^ikistan border. 

The Taliban has so far decUned to 
ccnnment on th&ftesh fighting. Militia 
authorities rarely comment once an of- 
fensive is ui^l^ay. ' 

Independeiit sources bonflrmed the 
miK;h antidpiued second wave had be- 
gun invQlving about 6,000 Taliban 
troo^ but they were unable to cimfirm 
q^itimi clmms tl» militia had been 
repulsed. *Wc expect the fighting to 
continue for two or three days before 
the commandersre-assess the situation,' 
one western observer told AFP. 



Taliban captures two 
key northern towns 



KABUL (AFP) - Afghanistan's rul- 
ing Taliban have captured two key 
northern towns after three days of 
bloody fighting and were advancing on 
the provincial city of Tkloqan, imrocs 
said Monday. \ \ 

Independent sourcesyonl^^rmed ri;- 
ports that the Talibanl«d marched into/ 
Imam Sahib aiKl Dast-i-Archi and said 
foreigners had been evacuated from 
Taloqan amid expectations the opposi- 
tion stron^old would also fall. 

*No-one wants to be caught in the 
crossfire/ ont western scnirce said. *The 
Taliban arc on the move and they are 
asserting themselves.* 

Both cities lie on strategic supply 
routes which link Taloqan and o|^si- 
tion bases in the south with the central 
Asian republics, and were targeted by 
the Taliban in its second major assault 
of its summer offensive. 

The offensive, launched on July 28, 
on front lines north of Kabul is aimed 
at wresting control of the northeast 
provinces from the United Front oppo- 
sition alliance and oppoisition com- 
mander Ahmad Shah Masood, 

Initially, the militia mitic spectacular 
gains on the southern flanks near the 
Panjsher Valley, where Masood is 



based. But the gains were whittled back ^ 
after a Masood counts-punch. 

The second wave — launched from 
th^ northern points on Saturday in- 
cluded heavy aerial bombardments of 
yTalo^an and is aimed at cutting the sup- 
/ ply routes he^iing scHith into die Pan- 
jsher ihead of winter. 
There were no air raids ovemi^tdue 

tobad weitfher: >^ 

Taliban sources confirmed Imam Sa- 
hib and Dasht-i-Archi had been cq)- 
tured^le opposition spokesman Mo- 
hammad Habeel said both cities wope 
lost: 'Details arc sketchy obviously be- 
cause we are not there.' 
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Playing a dangerous game 
in Afghanistan 



PAKISTAN has all along pur- 
sued the "hit me if you can" policy 
where Afghanistan is concerned. 
We have been trying to hoodwink 
the world community to our own 
detriment 

The present government; in 
Islamabad has been increasingly 
involved in a futile attempt to 
demonstrate to the world that it 
takes it veiy seriously to resolve 
the Afghan problem; and that, too, 
single-handedly. The so-called 
Rustam Shah peace mission to 
Dushanbe and Kandahar is indica- 
tive of this policy though from 
day-one it was destined to fail. 
Any Afghan watcher could predict 
that. 

The imending Afghan imbroglio 
has afflicted the people of neigh- 
bouring NWFP and Balochistan 
the most While the f onner contin- 
ues to provide food and shelter to 
more than 1.5 million refugees for 
the last 20 years the refugee prob- 
lem in Balochistan is also very 
grave. Continued public pressure 
on the government resulted in the 
establishment of a tripartite com- 
mission, consisting of the repre- 
sentatives of Pakistan, the Taliban 
and the XJIQICK But diis commis- 
sion has failed to achieve anything 
nor can it make ady headway 
unless matters are taken in all 
seriousness which is not the case 
as far as Islamabad is concerned. 
The last meeting of the commis- 
sion at Peshawar failed to yield 
anything of substance. This meet- 
ing was originally scheduled to 
take place on July 30 but was 
delayed by 10 days. 

This speaks voliune about the 
lack of interest Pakistani rulers 
have in the repatriation of 
refugees who have been living on 
diminishing provincial resources 
for the two decades now. Since 
long the world community, and 
even Islamabad, have stopped to 
provide financial support to the 
two most afflicted provinces to 
share their economic burden 
which has become unbearable. 
Having been left alone the 
NWFP's and Balochistan's 
resoxirces have been squeezed 
over the years with governments 
having become indifferent to pub- 
lic sufferings. The August 9 meet- 
ing, too, was a failure. It was more 
of a table talk than anything else 
because nothing of substance 
came out of it 

That would mean that the peo- 
ple of the NWFP and Balochistan 
will continue to shoulder the bur- 
den because there can never be 
peace in Afghanistan nor any eco- 
nomic rehabilitation tiU Pakistan 
becomes serious enough to resolve 



the problem. In the August 9 
meeting they said the refugees 
could return only after conditions 
conducive to their return had 
been created. Everybody knows 
that it is not going to happen 
unless Islamabad is ready to 
accept the ground realities in 
Af g^ianistan which it has failed to 
do so far. It would be foolish even 
to think that Pakistan can single- 
handedly resolve the problem and 
then achieve economic rehabilita- 
tion of Afghanistan. It is an area 
where world community has. failed 
and the failure has be^ openly 
attributed to the non-cooperative 
attitude of Pakistan and its policy 
of taking sides. 

The Rustam Shah peace mission 
— - if peace mission it can be called 
— was a ridiculous attempt made 
bylslamabad. 

The only qualification Rustam 
Shah had was his two times tenure 
as commissioner for Afghan 
refugees at Peshawar during 
which period, they say, he devel- 
oped dose r^ations with Afghan 
leaders. They thought Rustam 
Shah will succeed where the 
Secretary General's special repre- 
sentatives on Afghanistan had 
failed. In fact Islamabad has never 
been sincere to resolve the Afghan 
issuie. Had this not been the case 
and had intentions been honest, 
Islamabad ^uld have put its full 
weight behind the United Nations 
and other neighbouring countries 
all of whom were involved in 
resolving the problem. 

Interior Minister Chaudhry 
Shujaat Hussain's latest visit to 
Tehran and Foreign Minister 
Sarta j Aziz's apologetic posture in 
interview with the VoA were 
efforts at damage control. But 
both miserably failed. This is evi- . 
denced in the latest Security 
Council resolution on Afghanistan 
in which Pakistan has been 
accused of providing men and 
material to the Taliban and was 
asked to stop doing so. Whether 
Pakistan can do so at this late 
stage is again a matter of conjec- 
ture. More so because this country 
has involved itself very deeply in 
the imbroglio. If Islamabad thinks 
that couple of its bureaucrats can 
succeed where UN, Iran and the 
Central Asian States have failed 
die fault lies with Pakistani rulers. 

The predictable happened in 
Dushanbe and Kandahar. Rustam 
Shah r^etted it It was a ridicu- 
lous commentaiy he made on the 
statement of Northern Alliance 
representative's announcement 
that the talks had failed for rea- 
sons he dted. It would be absurd 
to continue with this so-called 



peace mission because Pakistan is 
not in a position to resolve the 
Afghan problem single-hand^ily. 
We have made ourselves a party 
and no amount of denials can 
repair the damage we have done 
ourselves. In the process it is we 
vdio are to suffer and this may last 
for another decade if we fail to 
come to terms with ground reali- 
ties of the Afghan situation. We 
should forget that we can take the 
international community for a ride 
by posing oiurselves as peace- mak- 
ers in Afghanistan. Our support to 
Taliban regime which, in the esti- 
mation of international communi- 
ty, has no legitimacy amounts to 
making Pakistan the laughing 
stock of the world. Our pardali^ 
stands exposed v^en we plead for 
recognition of a regime which has 
denied fundamental rights to its 
dtizens. 

Inamul Haq, our ambassador at 
the United Nations, did no service 
to diis country when he demanded 
that the world should extend 
recognition to the Taliban as they 
wore the masters of 90 per cent of 
Afghanistan's land mass. Such a 
demand looks more awkward in 
the aftermath of reports that 
Taliban have been destroying 
crops and dismantling the agricul- 
tural infrastructure in the Shumali 
lands. The latest fighting between 
the Taliban and the Northern 
Alliance has rendered another 
100,000 homeless with thousands 
killed. Is this the way to conquer 
ones own country? Has Pakistan 
any justification to plead die case 
of one party on international 
forum saying that "international 
ommiunity must not be seen tak- 
ing sides in the (Afghan) ccmfUct", 
as Inamul Haq said in New York 
the other day? Whom are we 
cheating when we oiurselves are 
involved in the imbroglio and 
have been clearly seen taking 
sides. 

This double-faced policy has to 
end somehow. And it should end 
early. It is already too late and we 
.are in danger of presenting our- 
selves as a terrorist state. 

Lastly, peace missioi^ led by 
bureaucrats, such as the Rvstam 
Shah mission, will serve no useful 
purpose. It requires shrewd diplo- 
macy to resolve the problem; and 
it needs some astute politicians to 
help restore peace in Af ^anistan. 
Islamabad should stop pursuing a 
policy vHbidi will cost it the good- 
will and friendship of Iran, the 
Central Asian states and which 
has invited the critidsm of the 
world community as evidenced in 
the latest Security Council resolu- 
tion. . 
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Fighting again 

erupts in 
Afghanistain 



KABUL, Sept 28: Fierce fighdng 
erupted in Afghanistan's far north 
as civilians fled the area raising 
fears among aid groups of another 
internal refugee crisis, sources said. 

Independent sources said civil* 
ians in the northern capital of 
Taloqan were fleeing &e dty amid 
fears the advancing Taliban army 
would shortly over*run the opposi* 
tion-held district, and capital of 
Takhar province. 

**Ihtemally displaced people are 
expected to head for (western) 
Badakhshan province or cross the 
northern border into Tajikistan. We 
don't know how many people are 
involved yet," one foreign aid 
source said. 

He added that f(»reign aid groups 
were in contact with aMliates in the 
Tajikistan capital, iDushanbe, from 
where food, blankets and m^dne 
could be distributed if the exodus 
escalates further. 

Foreigners, including aid work- 
ers, began evacuating Taloqan on 
Monday after the advancing 
TaUban captured the neighbouring 
cities of Imam Sahib and Dasht-i- 
ArchL 

Another western source said 
Taloqan, a key base for opposition 
commander Ahmad Shah Masood, 
"was at risk of falling" to the 
Taliban and nobody wanted to get 
caught in the cross fire. 

He said Taloqan had a population 
of about 100,000 ahd the refugee 
exodus numbered *'in the thou- 
sands'*. 

Opposition spokesman, 
Mohammad Habeel said the exodus 
of civilians was increasing and that 
18 women and children ^ed when 
their truck, crammed with people 
fleeing the fighting, fell into a 
ravine. 

"The Taliban have committed 



many crimes in Dasht-i-Archi and 
Lauutt SiRhjl^^T Ti*a"ifl> Sahib^ th^ 
are burning houses and killing local 
people ... the citizens of Taloqan are 
leaving," he said. 

A Taliban ^okesman has been 
unavailble for comment since the 
militia lain^ched the seccmd wave of 
it's summer offensive <m Saturday, 
aimed at severing northern supply 
routes to bases held by the opposi- 
tion United Front 

Since then Taloqan has been 
bombed regularly by the militia's 
fleet of ageing MiG jet fighters 
which the opposition says has left 
31 dead and doaeens injured over 
the past four days. 

Opposition general, Sayed 
Hus^dn Anwari, Mid fre^ fi^^ting 
had erupted in Kunduz by late 
Tuesday where Masood had dis- 
patdied rdnf orcema^ts. 

"We feel diat Kunduz's flat ter- 
rain will leave the Taliban vulnera- 
ble over the coming days and as 
such do not view the loss of some 
territcffy in the province as serious. 

"De^te the loss of a number of 
towns in Kunduz, fighting continues 
to rage in Dasht-i-Archi,'' Anwari 
said. 

He also said four days of fighting 
had daimed 300 Taliban lives while 
Masood's losses amount to 32 dead 
soldiers. Fighting had eased 
overnight to ar^eiy duels, howev- 
er, Habeel had earlier flagged a 
counter attack by Masood on front 
linies at the border of Takhar and 
Kunduz province, about 400 kilome- 
tres Wrdi of Kabul. 

Habeel said the decision to 
retreat from Kunduz was made by 
the military council of the United 
Front whose members wanted to 
avoid further dviUan casualties and 
destruction to houses and fprms by 
the advancing Taliban.— AFP 
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Fresh fighting erupts in 
north of Afghanistan 



KABUL (AFP) - Fierce fighting 
erupted irt Afghanistan*^ far.north as 
civilians fled the area raising fears 
among aid groups of another internal 
refugee crisis, sources said. 

Independent sources said civilians in 
the northern capital of Taloqan were 
fleeing the city amid fears the advanc- 
ing Taliban army would shortly over- 
run the opposition-held district, and 
capital of Takhar province. . 

'Internally displaced people an^ ex- 
pected to head for (western) Bad?i- 
khshan province or cross the northern 
border into Tajikistan. We don't know 
how many people are involved yet,* one 
foreign' aid source said. 

He added that foreign aid groups were 
in contact with affiliates in the 
Tajikistan capital, Dushanbe, from 
where food, blankets and medicine 
could be distributed if the exodus esca- 
lates further. 

Foreigners, including aid workers, 
began evacuating Taloqan on Monday 
after the advancing Taliban captured the 
neighbouring cities of Imam Sahib and 
Dasht-i-Archi. 

Another western source said. Taloqan, 
a key base for opposition commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood, *was at risk of 
falling' to the Taliban and nobody want- 
ed to get caught in the cross fire. 

He said Taloqan had a population of 
about 100,000 and the refugee exodus 
numbered In the thousands'. 



Opposition spokesman, Mohammad 
Habeel said the exodus of civilians was 
increasing and that 18 women and chll^ 
dren died when their truck, crammed 
with people fleeing the fighting, fell into 
a ravine. 

*The Taliban have committed many 
crimes in Dasht-i-Archi and Inuun Sa- 
hib. In Imama Sahib, they are burning 
houses and killing local people ... the 
citizens of Taloqan are leaving,' he said. 

A Tali|t>an spokesman |)a$ uria- 
vailable for commenrsince ttue millifia 
launched the second wave of it's sum- 
mer offcnsiye on Saturday, aimed at 
severing northern supply routes to bas- 
eis held by the opj^sition United Front. 

Sir^ce theft Taloqan has been bombed 
regularly by the militia's fleet of age- 
ing MiG jet fighters which the opposi- 
tion says has left 31 dead and dozens 
injured over the past four days. 

After five years of civil war with the 
United Front, the militia has gained 
control over most of Afghanistan. It has 
vowed to win control of the northeast 
from the opposition. 

Opposition general, Sayed Hussain 
Anwari, said fresh fighting had erupt- 
ed in Kunduz by late Tuesday where 
Masood had dispatched reinforcements. 

* We feel that Kumluz's flat terrain will 
leave the Taliban vulnerable over-ihe 
coming days and as such do not view 
the loss of some territory in the prov- 
ince as serious. 
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Meddling in Afghan 
affairs opposed 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR Shehzada Masud, a 
leader of tim Great National United Is- 
lamic Front of Afghanistan has said that 
unless there is an end to foreign inter* 
ference in Afghanistan peace will le- 
maihafarcry. 

In a press release issued here on 'Hies* 
day, Shehzada Masud said that Afghan 
people have been deprived of their just 
right of self-determination by war mon- 
ger groups. Earlier, they were deprived 
of this right by the fonner Sovidt backed 
regimes, later by Mujahic^n and now 
by Taliban. He was of the view that 
unless giving right to the Afgh^s, no 
one could resolve the conflict, tl^t^,' 
international community needs tp help 
the Afghans in getting th^ir right of self- 
determination. 

Similarly, Shehzada Masud said diat 
as a result of divisions among die Aft^l 
ghans, 9 number of fordgh ^utitri^ 
and forces have bstabli^HBd ti^ir dwn 
channels in Afghanistan for safeguard- 
ing their regional intmsts. Such coun- 
tries and forces are responsible for the 
continuation of an un-ending war in 
Afghanistan with patronising their pup- 



pets. 

He was of the view that such foreign 
countries and forces must be asked to 
stop immediately their useless and 
meaningless interfofences in affairs of 
Af;g}mnktan. Pointing out outcomes of 
the ^ years li^ih-flghting in Afghan- 
istad, Slu^lii^^a Masud said that it so 
far had destroyed each and every sec- 
tor of Afghanistan. Millions of people 
have become homeless and jobless 
along with sacrificing their near and 
dear. Such people have now spread in 
all over the world and lack basic facili- 
ties like health, education, food and 
shelter. 

He said that apart from male, the 
Afgh^ women, including mothers, sis- 
ters, daughters and wives are passing 
through socio-economic cnsis in all 
over the world and responsibility rests 
with the civilised and democratic world 
to help ^e»e^iu»affe«2t^ peqytepin 
early repatriation. i?tr 
' He^adcted' thtn'fft^j^ of Aff^^ 
has been dishearted of useless and 
meaningless fighting in their n^her- 
land and they want peace. However, the 
war mongers did not allow them to get 
these objecdves. 



Hundreds arrested 



Kandahar explosion 



ISLAMABAD, Sept 6: Htmdreds 
of people have been detained in a 
continuing Taliban investigation 
into last month's masave Kandahar 
truck bomb that narrowly missed 
the militia's chief, an Afghan news 
service reported on Mon(^y.. 

llie August 24 blast at the ruling 
militia's base city in southern 
Afghanistan was dose to the hoine 
of Taliban ^preme leader Mullah 
Mohammad Omar. It killed 10 peo- 
ple. 

Quoting imidentified soWces the 
Pakistan-based Afghan Islamic 
Press (AIP) said the roundup of 
**hundred$ of people" came amid 
growing demands by liie p^ple for 
the captiure of those responsible. 

Last month tbe AIP quoted Omar 
as saying a foreign hand was 
involved but he absolved the 
United States, which is in conflict 

NATION 



with the Taliban mainly over its 
protection of alleged terrorist 
Osama bin Lad<^ 

AIP said about 10,000 people 
gathered in Khyerqa Bubarak 
Mosque at Kandahar on Monday to 
demaiid the speedy arrest of the 
blast culi»rit8. 

The meeting, which was also 
attended by. wmnen huddled sepa- 
rately in a part of the mosque, 
vdiced anger at the explosion, it 
said. 

Speakers denranded that the 
Taliban authorities arrest the per- 
petfiators quickly so they ^meet 
their end," AIP said. 

The agency quoted a Taliban ofiEi' 
dal, Mcdiammad Shakeeb, as saying 
diat m^nbeirs of the minority Shia 
community in Kandahar also 
took part in the mosque gather- 
ing.— AFP 
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ISLAMABAD^ 'Sept 11: Around 
40 people indui^iig dose reudves 
of the Taliban l^der MuUa C{mar 
were killed in last month's massive 
truck bomb blast that narroi^ly 
missed the milititNdiief» a report 
said on Saturday. \ \ 

Two bothars and a ln:odieir-in4aw 
of Omar wore among those killed in 
the devastating August 24 blast at 
the ruling militia's Kandahar dty 
headquarters in southern 
Af ghanistan^ a local daily reported. 

One of Omar's sons sustained 
minor injuries, it said. 

The Taliban originally said only 
10 peeple diedin the explomxm^ but 
die newiipapar, quoting "informed" 
sources, said the death toll was 



an blast 



about 4(L^^ 

Six Arab^tionals believed to be 
connected to Saudi dissident 
Of ama bin leaden were among 
those killed in the bombing that 
als\» left 60-70 people injured, it 
said. 

The Ahiba were in a guest house 
adjacent to Omar's home in 
Kandahar dty's posh Shahre Nau 
district. 

MuHa Omar was the i^rimary tar- 
get of the attack, the newspaper 
said. Although he survived, his 14 
bodyguards, six policemen, three 
govenunent employees of die city's 
vtBXer sapt^ department and some 
pedestrians were among those 
kined.— AFP 



Intra-^ghan 
parleys stressed 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - The association for 
Peace and National Unity of Afghani- 
stan( APNUA) strongly believes that 
the complicated Afghmi problem has no 
military solution and the crisis can only 
be resolved through intra*Afghan ne- 
gotiations, with the help of International 
community. 

Through its conununique issued here 
on Monday, the APNUA while regard- 
ing the efforts of the United Nations, 
Organisation of Islamic Conference ami 
group 6+2 for the restoration of a dura* 
ble peace and stability in Afghanistan 
as insufficient, it iiiged the adoption of 
serious practical measures for getting 
the objectives. 

Welcoming the recent diplomatic ef*' 
foits of the Islamic Republic of Paid- 
Stan in this connection as the beginning 



of a positive process, the APNUA hapss 
that the brotherly state of Pakistan 
would withdraw all its citizens from 
Af ghanistaii, w1k> have entered our war- 
stricken country under whatever name 
and pi^Mbcity.v ; 

While stnmgiy condemning the lat- 
e^ fightings in the north of Kabul, 
which has only resulted in destruction 
and martyrdom of himdreds of om* op* 
pressed Afghan scholars, Mujahideen, 
innocent children, mothm and sisters, 
APNUA denounces forced displace- 
ments, destruction of agriculture and 
burning of houses of our oppressed 
compatriots wherevo* it occurs and c(hi- 
siders such acts not only against the in- 
juctions of die Holy (^uran and tub- 
ings of the beloved ^phet of Islam 
(Peace Be Upon Him) but also regard 
them a fatal blow to ^ national unity 
of Afghanistan. 
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Taliban^ 



From Shamiin l^ialiid 

PESHAWAR - Pona^ Ptesideiit of 
the Council for UndorstaQdliig aOd Ha^ 
tional Unity of Afghanistan Syed Maq 
Giliani has said that botti TaUban and 
the Norttem Alliance ladc.niasses sup- 
port. , 

"Bodi the sides, de^ite si^ 
port of the Afghans^ are stnikgling for 
intemati(Mial recognition wh^h c^d 
further complicate the 20-yeV long 
conflict,** he remarked in an inter- 
view on Thursday. Syed Ishaq Oil- 
lani since a long has been struggling 
for a negotiated solution to the con- 
flict. 

Referring to NorUiem Alliance ef- 
forts for revival of a parallel gov- 
ernment, Syed Ishaq Giliani said 
they were meant to get internation- 
al recognition.** I believe that nei^ 
ther Taliban nor tl^ N<»rth<»n AlliaiKe 
could repres«it the Afghans and they 
are just governing their ccmtrolled are^ 
as through military ways.** These peo- 
ple had made hostage die Afghans who 



- >? A mi'. .J^'i J^r j 



are facing bloodshed and^ieikmcdon in 
their mothcriand fiom^iast^lO years. 

He fui^ said that bodi the sides aie 
sttug^ing to prove their; daim of lead- 
ing seV-made govmments. While in 
fadt, only Afghaiis as wdl as those for- 
eigners who have vistoi the affeded 
legiofis am awaie (^die is^Mcls ctf audi 
gip»verament» Only fSm aanedr^wiilofds 
aiiddidr puppet soldic^^ in 
di^ control aieasr^ ' r;f« - ; ^ 

^response to aqoestton, Syed Ishaq 
Giliani said that only through intra-Af- 
^lan dialogues, the issue could be re- 
solved whidi is possible whenever the 
wairiiigiKtloDsstop fighting. . ^ 

But due to foreign patronage and 
recognition by some of the foreign 
countries, these war lords are relucr 
tant to talk to each other. In this con- • 
nection, the UN and other foreign 
countries need to refirain hoia recog- 
nising these war loids who luiYe made 
hostage wbc^.of AfghP9^g«; 

Ansilming to a qu^bii, &[ 
Gillam said diat it was i^von||b^ 
theyoQ 
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ing bodi Taliban and thel^vak. In diis 
onu^ecdon, he diverted aCtemion to fact 
findings of the UN Human Rightists as 
well as a number of indq»eiideat jour- 
nalists who had Mghli^huM violation ctf 
the human rights inside Afghanisttii. 
However^ he denounced atalemem of a 
Frradt delegate who hadtbadoed Ah- 
mad Shah Masud and ^ that sud. 
persons had made his be^ to twist the 

About glievmices of die war affectec 
Afghans in Iran, Syed Ishaq Giliani said 

diat he had apprised himself of the ref- 
ugees problems in T^iran, Mashhad 
and other cities. In this connection, he 
hdd detailed talks with the Iranian au- 
thcMities. ' . 

He further said that during his stay in 
tian, he hekl detailed talks, widi die Ira- 
nian Deputy Foreign Minj^ Mohsin 
Aminzada and exchanged views with 
him on current situation of Afghanistan. 
SimiUrly, he also held detailed meet- 
ings widi Afghan leaders like Engineer 
Gulbadin Hekmatyar and Ustad Karim 
Khalili. 



French journalist 
kille4 in Afghanistan 

ISLAMABAD (NNi) ^ A French 
journalist was killed when Talil^ jet 
planes b<mibed several cluster bombs 
m nortton Takhar i»ovinceAn oppo- 
sition commai^ said Sajml^. 

Hussain Anwari sdhd l^ 
dmpped bombs on TaloAgiifo, die ^pital 
of Takiwr^ kiiiing nine peqile includ- 
ing the Prench'joumalist Marc Andre 
Qrunero. There was no independent 
confirmation of die killing of die jour- 
ndist ; Anwari said three journalists 
were in die u>wn whoi bombed die area. 
Our journalist died of his injuries later 
iirfip^ital iiilE^jikistari;^^^^-^- - 
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Zahir Shah can ensure 
peace in 





From Our Corresiiondent 

PESHAWAR - FcwiM Prcsidwit of 
the Afghan Council for Undmtanding • 
National Unity, Syed Maq Gillam has 
declared former King Mohammad Za- 
hir Shah is the suiti^le leader for puU- 
tng Afghanistan mid its pec^le out of 
existing era of bloodslwd waA d^tiruc- 
tion and urged the vioM countrii^ to 
extend coq)eraticm and assistance to the 
war affected Afghans in dus coi^iec^ 

Former King Mohammad Zahir Shah 
is not only acpepjtahle to majority of the 
Afghans but he is sumninc^ ooi^ 
petent and ciqialile AfgHans who can 
lead Afghanistan at this mcial sti^,'* 
he remuked during an int^ew on re* 
turn from Cyprus at Pe^war on Mon- 
day. 

Syed Ishaq Oillani said diat some 79 
leading Afghan figures including 9 
women &om all oyer die wc»id turned 
to Cyprus c(Hifernice whereas they dis- 
cussed in dqith the curreitt sitttiUi<Mi of 
their mottoland and have decided of 
accelerating effoits in favour of a ne- 
gotiated soluti(Mi to the ciHiflict 

In resp(Mise to a question, Syed Ishaq 
Gillani said that all of tte participants 
of die 4-day confidence ccmcliKied 
Cypriis- faave<deno>inced tl^' ccmtinue 
m-hghting iH Af jg^ianistan an^ have r^ 
solved to extend ^x>pen^<m to each 
other for finding out a neg(Hisi0d sdu- 
tion to the matter. In this coniiectkm ^ 
of them have insisted on giving just 
right of self-determination to Afg^Ans 
and an end to evory sort of icHeign in- 
terference in affairs'of Afghanistan. He 



added that warring factions, involved 
in -fl^ittng against each (Mher are be- 
ing pittrQnised by foreign a 
fences. He was <^ di«|firm belief that 
p^^ could easily be restored in Af- 
ghanistan wfaeney^ the forei^ coun- 
tries and fdiices stQ^ financing of their 
pu{^ts involved in ongoing internal 
fighting in their motherland. 
\ Answoing to a question, Syed Ishaq 
Gillani said that in Cyprus meeting , a 
^:(»nmission ^ccm^$mA$fi\mSm 
ways for convening a well-attended 
ii|eedng of tfie Afghans to be hdd 6i- 
ditf inside AlQghanistan or an bthor Is- 
lamic country; He said that so far they 
decided of inviting smne 400 delegates 
to schedule meeting and it could be con- 
sidered the big attendance after a long 
poiod. In the light of thek get together 
with each others, diese 400 deli^ates, 
who would rqyres^t all segmcaits can 
easily build 1^ a consmsus among them 
about die futiae of dieir modieriand. He 
said that beforp convening sudi a grand 
meeting, a delegation of the Cyprus 
gathoing would pr9ceed to R(W, Ita- 
ly holding talks with fcarmer I^g 
Mohammad Zahir Shah. 

Syed Ishaq Gillani fiirdier said that 
diey werevi^ stniggling tQi^m^ 
{xr^^i::<f of ^ban as well^ i(s;fl^rd£^ 
alliai^ in mschidttki me^g?1Simt-* 
lariy, die UN, QIC and odi^ global fo- 
rums representatives could be invited^ 
lb monitor its proceeding asSvell as: 
j^rise themselves about the wishes 
and miseries of Afghans who have beec^ 
nmde disappointing by continue fight- 
ing and bloodshed in their modieriand. 
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Zahir Shah plan lacks 
Pakistan, Taliban support 



From Shamim Shahid 

PESHAWAR - Dr Amanullah 
Rasool. chief of the Afghan Commu- 
nity for Peace and Social Unity has said 
that although former king Mohammad 
Zahir Shah has presented a comprehen- 
sive peace plan for solution of Afghan 
imbroglio, however, it lacks support of 
Taliban and Pakistan. 

"Mohammad Zahir Shah needs to take 
Pakistan as well as Taliban into confi- 
dence in favour of his peace plan," he 
remarked in a detailed interview with 
daily The Nation here at Peshawar. Dr 
Aman Ullah Rasool, is a known Afghan 
intellectual and has been contributing 
to the efforts aimed at finding out a 
negotiated solution to the conflictin 
this connection, he had recently visited 
Rome, Italy along with five other col- 
leagues to exchange views with ex-king 
Mohanunaci Zahir Shah about his pro- 
posed peace plan. 

"I am satisfied with the plan as it 
ensures representation to all Alghan 
scgmeritsln the fiffclt deci^tfems akiut 
thdiir ncimh«?riand,^^ hr'rbnaSrki^ 4rhlle 
answering a question. He added that it is 
crystalclear that only the Afghans could 

resolve the conflict. No one <m never- 
theless ignore the role of Pakistan in the 
futute of Afghanistan. Elaborating his 
point of view. Dr. Aman Ullah Rasool 



said.'' with the help of Pakistan, Af- 
ghans became victorious in their war 
against the fcMrmer Soviets." Similarly, 
now when Afghanistan was badly af- 
fected in the last 20 year$ fighting, and 
its government as well as its people now 
depend on Pakistan, therefore, Pakistan 
must be taken into confidence about the 
future of that country. 

Answering aqucstion,Dr. Aman Ullah 
Rasool said, it is crystal clear that no one 
could impose the puppet regimes in 
Afghanistan, therefore, instead of pup- 
petand favourite regimes, Pakistan must 
concentrate on establishment of a 
friendly regime in Afghanistan. And 



Inter\ iew 



such a government is possible only 
through convening of meeting of the 
Umiitional LoyaJirga, whereas the genu-/ 
ine representatives of Afghans could 
reach a formula about the future gov- 
ernment and system. 

Refenring to allegations of interfer- 
ence Dr. Am^tfftflflhTl^M sSid," un- 
fortunately, Afghans themselves had 
encour^ed all foreign countries. Be- 
sides Pakistan, Iran, Central Asian Re- 
publics and several others are also in- 
volved in such acts. But he justified 
Pakistan's interference in affairs of Af- 
ghanistan in the light of high influx of 
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Afghan Refugees and 2700 kilometres 
long border between the two countries. 

Answering to yet another question, 
Dr. Aman Ullah Rasool said that former 
king Mohammad Zahir Shah is enjoy- 
ing support of United States and several 
other European countries but he lacks 
support of Taliban and Pakistan which 
is a must for r^lvmg the conflict 
Taliban, he added, dominating more 
than 85 per cent of Afghanistan and no 
one can ignore them in the future set 
ups. He also added that even Ameer Ul 
Momineen Mullah Mohanunad Omer 
didnUoppose ttie proposed broad-based 
interim government to be formed by the 
Afghans themselves. 

He suggested that former king 
Mohanunad Zahir Shah should take 
early steps for taking both Pakistan and 
Taliban into confidence in favour of his 
formula as it could yield positive and 
fruitful results. While Northern Alli- 
ance and others already backed the ex- 
king formula, he remarked. 

In response to another question. Dr. 
AnEW5lflWldbootW*conftdch ' 
the success of Mohammad Zahir Shah 
formula. Elaborating his point of view, 
the Afghan intellecUial said. **Zahir Shah 
is not interested in ruling the country 
but he wants to assemble maximum 
Afghans on one forum to build up a 
consensus. He further said that Zahir 
Shah also possesses a satisfactory repu- 
tation at global level besides his popu- 
larity and credibility. 

Dr. Aman Ullah Rasool informed that 
in the near past, he and his several other 
colleagues had held talks with Paki- 
stan's foreign minister Sartaj Aziz and 
he had observed that Pakistan is sincere 
in its claims for resolving the Afghan 
conflict. He, in such a meeting also 
made his best to convince Sartaj Aziz 
thatformerkingMohammad2^irShah 

can play a key role in the efforts aimed 
at resolving of the crisis. He was of the 
view that Taliban could also back such 
efforts if the meetmg of proposed Loya 
Jirga tiJlces place inside Afghanistan. In 
such circumstances, Mohammad Zahir 
Shah as well as the silent majority of 
, Afghanistan could get their conamon 
objective which is return of peace and 
security to Afghanistan as well as repa- 
, triation and rehabilitation of the war- 
; displaced people, he concluded. 
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INDIA'S successful maooeuniiiji i^Ai^im^ ^m^ M ^^ 

bilateral discussion exclusively iki^Sp^ ^,^l£g||^ian tib^^ 
edly concentrate on the so-caHed taiecIt^ 

rooitolist terrorism" which th^t|a|^ jiSv^ 9^ Wh p£ 

tiiem, made of their country ^^ifa-is«p^ 

Wa^ngton' s prime concerns^ iitxmB & its>Br^(^#;fd^ bin: 

%W^^^AH«#i^^^ 

Pakistan, its desire to build % ^lif^)^ ymted Sujkiss^ 

extaiMted to it during the KargU^^ 

somehow avenge the dismal i^i^ pfkfo^^^i^ 

« are cleariy recognizable facttjiisw^cft 
American weakness: Iqdia wpi]}4%^t«iii|i^^ 
Pakistan for its p«r«iivod wpRoktf^mfpbW^^W^ 
driving a wedge between W^tfjiji^gto^li Nor would if; 

spare any effort to damage ^^^m^ omhtmo^m figh^ng Mtfttiigl 
freedom in Kashmir by trying to j^labUsA alinkag!^ betweimllieai and i 
the Taliban. Indian Foreign Mi^t^r Jaiiwant Singh is already claiming 
that the Kargil conflict was air overspill of the crisis in ^jg^tuuiistan;: 
Considering the possibility that Indian officials/ who have already 
reached Washington, might find |i ready aijBicipbnsiveear in the S 
Ekfaitment about their canard that the Pakistan Army and the Ja^-: 
Services Intelligence (ISI) are the ••principal backers'* of t% Taliban* , 
the US-Indian bilateral parleys would constitute' a^severe setback to 
Pakistan. A tihbrough review of Pakistan A|gh^ pbUcy w^ 
already long overdue is now urgehtly caU^ for tp lac^ the possibilify 
of any dangerous faU^mt of tfie US^l9dia©,i|iQy^^^^^^ ; : ! 

New Delhi has clandestin^y l?9cn prcmili^ij^iwp asswtance to ; 
the opposition forces in A|^S«&tan i^^^ 
soldiers and the supply of arms^^ biit thjs ;*buld be nd sec^ 
Washington. Any proactive role which a par^co^CQUiitry^^^ tries!; 
to a<|piite in the Afghanistan crisis would, as pp|^fe4 by ^ 
potim^t rt^Mfesentative to die ynited N^^lKiitiN^ edmp^^lb^ 
situatibC A US-Indian co<)rdinated ntove tp^iw Afj^'fWE^ j 
lem, if that happens to be the ul%i^ QUt*>me:oP«i^ ^^wrwt di»q|wr ? 
sions at Washington, could pi^sage a m^iBic^ 
mi^t emerge as a surrogate of the United Sta^ f<»rtiiMu^ 
a lesson for tiieir failure to handover: Osainfi binXaden to it One wpiddj:^ 
h<^ that such an eventuality is npt pri di^ ca^ 
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Indo-US entente on 



THE first ever of ficiaT tal^ excIu-~ 
sively on Afghanistan between the 
senior officials of India and the 
United States on September 2 and 3 
in Washington, was an attempt to 
build on a new convergence of securi- 
ty interests that has emerged between 
the two coimtries recently. 

The Indian team, comprising joint secretaries 
Alok Prasad and Vivek Katju, looking after 
Americas and Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran 
respectively, held discussions with Assistant 
Secretary of State for South Asia Karl 
Inderfurth, Assistant Secretary of State for 
Near East Martin Indyk and the Deputy 
National Security Adviser to President Clinton, 
Mr John Steinberg. 

Though Afghanistan had been perfunctorily 
discussed in talks held between the two sides 
over the years, this was the first time that the 
Afghanistan crisis came up for a focused bilat- 
eral discussion between New Delhi and 
Washington. 

The sudden convergence of interests on 
Afghanistan validates the well-known dictum 
that there are no permanent friends or perma- 
nent enemies but only permanent national 
interests in the conduct of foreign policy. For 
nearly two decades, after the Soviet occupation 
of Afghanistan in 1979, India and the United 
States invariably found themselves on the 
opposite sides. India did no.t condemn the 
* Soviet military intervention in Afghanistan. On 
, the contrary. New Delhi joined a coterie of 
Soviet friends and apologists in the NAM 
Coordination Bureau to prevent the adoption of 
a resolution on Afghanistan by the Non-Aligned 
t Movement. 

Then again, India was one of the few coun- 
. tries which lent support to the Soviet protege. 
President Najibullah, after the Soviet with- 
drawal from Afghanistan. These and similar 
other pro-Soviet policies led to serious diff er- 
(ences between the American and Indian 
approaches to the Afghan crisis. 
I But thanks to Kargil and Pakistan's short- 
sighted and ill-conceived Afghan policies, India 
Cand the United States today find an *'overlap- 
jping of interests" in Afghanistan, as the Indian 
'foreign office spokesman has described it. It 
now appears that for the first time in 20 years, 
(Washington and New Delhi are beginning to 
ifind common ground on Afghanistan which 
should be a matter of concern for the policy- 
.makers in Islamabad. 

^ India's minister for external affairs, Jaswant 
^ Singh, did not mince words in making India's 

intentions about Afghanistan clear. During a 
I media briefing at the BJP headquarters in New 

Delhi on August 31, Mr Singh asserted that 
< India wotild now pursue **a proactive" policy on 

Afghanistan. Stressing that India had "vital 
linterests" in Afghanistan. Jaswant Singh went 
.on to say that New Delhi's past "supine accep- 
nance" of the developments in Afghanistan was 
-now over. 

^ India's aggressive posture on Afghanistan 
^reflects the tenor and trend of the foreign poli- 
cy to be pursued by the BJP-led coalition, 
^National Democratic Alliance, if it comes to 
power after the general elections beginning on 
i September 5. 

One wonders how far the Kargil misadven- 
(ture by Pakistan has played a role in the formu- 
ilation of India's new forei^ policy. It naay not 
(be clear yet whiat role Washington has played, 
in encouraging New Delhi to adopt a "proac- 
<tive" policy on Afghanistan. But the first-ever 



official talks on Afghanistan between the two 
coimtries have to be seen against the backdrop 
of their emerging dose relations. 

After Kargil, the US Secretary of State 
Madeline Albright and India's Foreign Minister 
Jaswant Singh joined in expressing their hope 
that die next 50 years would see a qualitatively 
different kind of relationship from what they 
had in the past. 

The State Department's Senior Adviser for 
South Asia, Mathew Daley, throwing light on 
the implicit shift in US policy and strategy 
towards South Asia, observed on July 23: "The 
days of American evenhandedness towards 
India and Pakistan are over, if they ever exist- 
ed... The two countries have their own separate 
vectors, trajectories and velocities." 

The message that these official US pro- 
nouncements purport to send to Pakistan is 
that from now onwards Washington will deal 
preferentially with India as the prepond^ant 

g^Thanks to Kargil andi 
SSPakistan's short-sighted 
^and ill-conceived Afghan 
^policy, India and the United 
^States today find an **over- 
lapping of interests'V in 
Afghanistan, as the Indian 
foreign office spokesman 
has described it. It now 
, appears that for the first 
time in 20 y6ars, 
Washington and New Delhi 
are beginning to find com- 
mon ground on Afghanis- 
tan which should be a mat- 
ter of concem for the poli- 
cy-makers in Islamabad. 

power of the South Asian region. The policy of 
a slight tilt in favour of Pakistan or of equidis- 
tance between the two seems to have been 
replaced after Kargil by a policy of not prevent- 
ing India from becoming a major power and 
claiming regional pre-eminehce.V Until 
the Kar^ fiasco, Washington had mildly tilted 
towards Islamabad to counterbalance 
New Delhi's drive for preponderance in South 
Asia. 

But now it appears there has been a shift in 
American policy as American and Indian inter- 
ests are converging. The Soviet threat has van- 
ished, Sino-US relations are coming under 
strain and the threat of "Mamie fundamental- 
ism** is seen to be increasing. The Americans 
seem to have now decided to let the power real- 
ity in South Asia follow its own course without 
any interference from their side. 

According to reports, the Indian officials, 
during their discussions in Washington with 
th,eir American counter-parts, focused on the 
* 'dangars IMer^^ syhdi'oiiie'^d 
the export of ''terrorism'' to nei^bouring coun- 
tries from there. They took particular note of 




anistan 



Pakistan's roFe m supportuig and sustaininf^ 
fundamentalist regime which has given shelter 
to Osama Inn Laden. 

According to the Indian line of argument, the 
Kargil conflict was an overspil of the Afghan 
crisis. The Indians are attempting to equate the 
situation in Afghanistan with the one in Jammu 
and Kashmir, accusing Pakistan of aiding 
fundamentalism an the other side of the 
Durand line and exporting •'terrori^" across 
the line of Control in Kashmir. 

The Afghan policy being pursued by 
Islamabad has further complicated the situa- 
tion for Pakistan. There is no check on hun- 
dreds of students studying in religious schools 
in Pakistan who are reportedly proceeding to 
Afghanistan to help the Taliban regime. Some 
of our religious leaders are openly holding out 
death threats to Americans in Pakistan because 
they believe the US intends to attack 
Afghanistan or kidnap Osama bin Laden. 
Things have reached a point where the 
latest Security Council resolution on 
Afghanistan accused Pakistan of inroviding men 
and material to the Taliban, asking it to stop' 
doing so. 

An inevitable consequence of supporting and 
sustaining the Taliban regime in Kabul has 
been that the image of Paldstan as a moderate 
and forward-looking Islamic state has been tar- 
nished. On the contrary, Pakistan is now being 
seen as a country which is feeding forces of. 
Islamic extremism and bigotry at home and 
abroad. 

Hie Kargil blunder has further strengthened 
this impression to the point of pu^iung the suf-| 
ferings and persecution of Kashmiris in the 
held territory out of focus. 

The message conveyed to Pakistan from' 
Washington was loud and dear when on August) 
2, the pro-Kashnur Congressman Dan Burton 
had to withdraw his anti-India amendment, con-, 
ceding that he did not have enough votes in the 
House. ) 

Mr Burton wanted to move a symbolic cut in 
aid to India as a form of protest against India's, 
maltreatment of its niinorities and massive 
human rights violations in Kashmir. But Mr^ 
Burton could not even present his amendment 
for a vole as 24 members rose, one after anoth-* 
er to praise India and gnU Pakistan for creating^ 
the KargU crisis. They also referred to cross- 
border terrorism. Islamic fundamentalism, 
Osama bin Laden and many other issues to lam-' 
bast Pakistan. ) 

This is not surprising, knowing the present 
mood of the US Congress, favouring close^ 
relations with India because of its being seen 
as a counterweight to China and its import-) 
ance as a huge investment market for US com- 
panies. » 

No country has run graver risks or made, 
greater sacrifices for the Afghan people in dieir ) 
struggle to regain their sovereignty and inde- 
pendence than Pakistan. But ^at has it gained | 
in return? i 

The economic and social burden of looking^ 
after more than 1.5 million Afghan refugees; a 
phenomenal increase in crime due to traffick-i 
ing in narcotics and weapons flowing in from^ 
Afghanistan and, worst of all, the accusation of ^ 
supporting and sustaining a fundamentalist 
regime in Kabul and interfering in a neigh- ^ 
hour's internal affairs. ^ 

The high hopes of gaining strategic depth' 
and access to Central Asia have all but receded. 
It is time the policy-makers in Islamabad took a ^ 
hard' look 'at the Afghan policy to find ways and \ 
means to wriggle out of the mess in which 
Pakistan finds itself today. 
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Ariana say s it is 
being pressured 
to stop flying 

KABUL, Sept 1: Afghanistan's 
Ariana Airlines said on Wednesday 
it expected the US government to 
pressure neighbouring countries 
into canceUing business with the 
national carrier. 

"If America can, it will exert its 
pressure on countries to stop us fly- 
ing to other destmations," Ariana 
president Hafez Younis told AFP. 

Washington imposed trade sanc- 
tions on the Taliban in July as part 
of its diplomatic efforts aimed at 
forcing the miliria to hand over 
Osama bin Laden. 

Last week India snapped its l^t 
airUne links with Afghanistan by 
ending fUghts between Amntsar 
and Kabul. The only international 
destinations Ariana now fUes to are 
Dubai and Saudi Arabia. Talks are 
continuing with Beijing which wiU 
allow the carrier to fly cargo mto 
China's western provinces. 

"These things are political but it 
is possible they wiU." Youms said, 
referring to Washington's abdity to 
end Ariana's last links with the out- 
side world. r^Ani\nm 
He said the sanctions left 40U,0UU 
doUars of Ariana money frozen in a 
US bank account but he shrugged 
off tJie effects of the sanctions, say- 
ing America had only done more 
harm to its image abroad. ^ 

This included the strandmg of 
20,000 Afghan refugees in India 
with expiring visas, who were 
expected to be repatriated home 
through Ariana.— AFP 



Rival Afghan 
envoys visit each 

other areas 

KABUL (AFP) - Envoys from Af- 
ghanistan' s wpdog laptiw 
ferried across the frontlines, the Inter- 
national Committee^ of the Red Cross 

aCRC) said S^iiday. \ .[^^ 
It said an akecmeAt was stoiclibe- 

tween the Talitsian regime thc>p- 
petition Unitecf RxMit whicih aUowed 
for each side tb send representatives 
into theotiier's territory to visit prison- 
ers of war. 

: \ *This is the first time since the 
Taliban's major offensive last August, 
that the ICRC has transported emissar- 
ies from both sides across the active 
front line.' the Red Cross statement 
said. 

V •Early in 1999similaropcrationstook 
place on two occasions,' it said. 

Meanwhile, independent sources said 
firfiting in the western capital of Herat 
subsided after fresh clashes broke out 
between the ruling TaUban arid local 

. militia on Friday, V . 
The Talibto have been fightmg a 
civil war against the United Front and 

controls most of Afghanistan for the 
last five years. , 

An offensive laundhed on July 28 
was primarily aimed at wresting con- 
trol of the northeastan provinces from 
opposition comnmnda: Ahmad Shah 

Masood. . V . , ^ 

However, success was mixed after 

the Taliban managed to push tiie 

frontiines just north ^ Kabul, back a 

further 25 kilometres. 
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Education not priority 



KANDAHAR (AFP) - Afghanistan's 
oiling Taliban intend opening full sepa- 
ate education&dlitkssforpisandboys, 
5Ut sdKX)ling had to remain a kwv priority , 
I smor official said Tuesday. 

Chief Taliban spokesman Wakil 
\hmed Mutwakkel, in an interview 
A'ith AFP, saidaccesstoeducsttion,stand- 
iidsandthecmiculumwoukinotbebased 
jn gender, and wouki refe^ Afghan cul* 
ure and Islamic traditions. ( 

He added there would no co-educa- 
ional institutions. 

His conunents were the first from the 
Taliban since a UN official recently 
ndicated the militia was prepaied to 
ase its hardline attitude towards 
/omen, which has become a growing 
ource of agitation from governments^ 
breign aid oi^anisaticms and feminist 
roups around the world. 



For Ihe past weeks senior Taliban 
ministers have been meeting in 
Kandaha^ their souttiem stronghold, 
Mutawwakel said./ 

*Its not for any other country to criti- 
cise us for diis. We have had 20 years 
of war and everything is destroyed. ' 
/Countriescritical of Afghanistan mis- 
takenly believed it was similar to west- 
cm European states, except for the fact 
that women received no education, he 
adcted. 

*43ut there is no education for boyis 
either. We want them to have educa- 
tion, we mtend to have an education 
programme for both genders under one 
curriculum,' Mutawakkale said. 

The hardline Islamic Taliban was 
ostracised from most of the world after 
sweeping to power in 1996 and impos- 
ing Shariat law. 



Taliban formally 
respond to Pak 
peace proposals 

ISLAMABAD (NNI) - A team of Af- 
ghanistan's ruling Taliban Saturday 
flew into Islamabad and formally re- 
sponded to Pakistan's proposals for 
negotiated settlement of Afghan tur- 
moil, Afghan and official sources said. 

The delegation, led by Maulvi Wakil 
Ahmed Mutawakil, advisor to Taliban 
supreme leader Mullah Mohammad 
Omar, conveyed the prc^sals to the 
Pakistani officials, ilm sources said. 

*The proposals are very positive and 
we are hopeful of further progress in 
the peace efforts," they said. The sourc- 
es did not offer any comments on the 
Taliban's proposals. 

Taliban supreme leader Mulla Omar 
sent his close aide to Islamabad with 
response to Pakistan's proposals two 
day after the visit of Pakistan negotiat- 
ing team to Kandahar. 

The Pakistani delegation visited Kan- 
dahar Thursday and held parleys with 
the Taliban authorities as a part of Prime 
Minister's initiative towards restoration 
of durable peace in Afghanistan. 

NATiON 



Afghan Deputy 
Minister me 
Raja Zafarul Haq 

ISLAMABAD (PR) - The Deputy 
Mmister of Haj[| and Auqaf of the Is- 
lamic Emirate of Afghanistan Maulvi 
Mohammad Muslim Haqqahi called on 
the Fateal Minist» for Religious Af- 
fairs, Raja Muhammad Zafarul Haq in 
his office hf re on Thursday. 

I>uring the mating they discussed 
Pjx^lcms bding faced ^»y tte intending 
Haj pilgnms from Afl^istan as well 
as diose of Af^ refugees in Pakistan. 

RajaZafMW Haqassured the Afghan 
Minister that he would look; into their 
problems and extend all possible helo 
? solve them. 

'nie Afghan Owige d' Afifaircs Mul- 
Saeedur Rahman Haq^ani was also 
«sent in the meeting which lasted for 
4f an hour. 
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Taliban slam UN Afghan policy 



KABUL (AFP) - The ruling Taliban 
Tuesday accpsed the United Nations of 
pursuing an ^unrealistic' policy towards 
Afghanistan and demanded the world 
body recognize its administration. 

The religious militia has committed 
no human rights violations in the *95 
per cent' of Af^anistan it controls, 
MuUa Mohammad Rabbani, number 
two in the Taliban heirarchy, said in a 
letter to UN Secretary General Kofi 
Annan. 

He 'regretted' the UN's understand- 
ing of events in Afghanistan was *not 
based on reality/ said the text offi- 
cially released here. 

The UN has not yet been able to 
•differentiate between the true and le- 
gitimate representatives of this nation 
and the false representatives/ he said 
while accusing the Afghan opposition 
of seeking to disrupt peace and security 
in the country. 

The Taliban leader said the militia 
had protected the country's integrity 
and *the UN, aware of this reality, 
should therefore adopt a fair, just and 
honest decision towards diis nation.' 

The Afghan seat at the UN is occu- 
pied by the former government of ex- 
president Burhanuddin Rabbani, ousted 
by the Taliban three years ago. 

Taliban has failed to receive interna- 
tional recognition despite controlling 
around 80 percent of Afghanistan. 



It has been criticised for human rights 
violations andslimiting women's ac- 
cess to education^ jobs and movement 
in the areas it controls. 

So far only Pakistan, Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emirates have 
formally recognised the Taliban as the 
rulers of Afghanistan. 

Radhika Coomaraswamy, the UN 



Special Rapporteur on Violence 
Against Women who last week toured 
Afghanistan, lashed out at the Taliban 
for a widespread, systematic and offi- 
cially sanctioned discrimination against 
women. 

MuUa Rabbani in hisletter to the UN 
chief promiscdto meet the iegitimate' 
demands of the Afghan people. 



No Uzbek Islamist 
leader on Afghan 
soil: Taliban 

ISLAMABAD (NNI) Taliban Tues- 
day denied presence of a leader of an 
Uzbek Islamic gfoiip in Afghanistan, 
who has been.suspected to be involved 
in the abduction of four Japanese geol- 
ogists, abducted in Kyrgyzstan last 
month, diplomatic sources said. 

Taliban charge d' affaires to Pakistan 
Maulvi Saeed ur Rahman told a visit- 
ing Kyrgyz delegation that the Taliban 
would look for the man through the 
Afghan Foreign Ministry. 

A three-member team from Kyr- 
gyzstan, led by Tursunbek Akunov, 
Chairman of Kyrgyz Human Rights 
Commission, arrived in Islamabad on 
Sunday to travel to Afghanistan to seek 
Taliban's help for the release of Japa- 
nese geologists. 

Tahir Yurdish, leader of Uzbekistan 
Islamic group, has been charged with 
die abduction of the Japanese geologists 
in Kyrgyzstan on August 21. He is be- 
lieved to have taken shelter in Taliban- 
controlled area in Afghanistan. 

Members of the Kyrgyz delegation 
held preliminary talks with Taliban of- 
ficials in Islamabad ahead of their visit 
to Afghanistan for further talks, the 
sources said. 

NATION 



2 9 SFP 



» 4. '.. . * 



:r KABPi: (AFP) - AfghanistiMi's 
tuliiig fTaltbaii Monday acctised 
Frs^ c^mtlitaniy supp(»rtihg o|^^ 
' sltkmf«^ionsaftera delegation 
^ iWis visited anti-Taliban leaders in 

the PanjAcr Valley. 
I'H TTie tnp by the French cfelcgation 
' to^^ Panjsher and tajks bctwtecn 
fiy«|icb p^^^ and raiJitary experts 
l IsbVos ^ts reality once agaiii that 
' the c^xisition have yielded to ^av- 
'loyi' anthoriti^ saidonRa^ioShariat. 

This was done *m orders safe- 
''guard their individual interests mid to 
ascend to power. They are ready to 
cesort to every Olegal deed by sdtnd- 
; ing a^unst IsUimic demands and val- 
ues vid national interests." 

It was the first time the/ Taliban 
had openly accused France of sup- 
porting forces loyal to opposttidn 
commander Ahmad Shah Masood 
who has heavily fortified his 
troops in the Panjshcr, lOQltiloroe- 
ties (60 miles) north of here. 

The French presence in Afj^ani- 
stanhas been restricted to foreign aid 
wbdkers. But privately the Taliban 
had previously expressed their 
siispicions of the French govern- 
ment which stem largely from 
Masood's backgmund. 

Masood was believed to be backed 
' by Paris when he fought 1979-89 
; occupation by the former Soviet Un- 
km. Freiididocumentary makers have 
ikmised Masood, who was dubbed 
;*LiOTcrfthcPanj^ 

: - independent sources confirmed die 
' :Viiwt (kc western ot^eryersaid: *We 
' loiow there's a delegation tteic but 

-wliav^ absolutely np idea what they 

are up ID.' 

; *In oddr to c^ain the country's 
natural resources, these self-interest 
andaiiti^tslamtc grou|^ (FrencWhave 



• "^t i. 



lieien in leiKguerand ut cooporllioa 
with Masood,^ the offldat lladiq 
Shariac cotnmeHnlary said. \ 

It said MjBsood ^enjoyed thelTiiepT^ 
esstury political coctMtalioiii and 
litico-mifitary plani mid asststlukerr 
if dus l^p did fiol have pc^l^^ 
6bjectiv(e»aiidnbfi4jftid^ 
the .said delegf^cm did not visi^ Ka- 
bul vcity at l^brr- for piiK^msUfd^% 
travellitig j[o a^^^^i;Midtyi<»^^ 
ous Valley.'* " ~ ; ^ . 

•There isnttdbi^Hthattpsyt^u 
was a pdlili5«il tr4> to ifd^ 
: up coopeisttion mid assHttanc^ add to 
z Wet plans and^i^ultatbiir^ % 

which wtl4 in Ica&i^^Wi^^ 
interested and aiitl-islan^fb oicks 
since long before/ it sakL 

The Tsdiban controt 80 percent of 
Afglmntstan afler a five year civil 
warwiditheMujahkieenfac^kifisv^ 
oncefoughtdieSorvieiUiiidn.Mi86od 
remains the last obstacle tcr total 
Taliban control. * \: 

Accusations by both sides- that 
the other is recteving outside help 
have become commonplao^ in Af» 
ghanistan. . ' s - : 

According to the TaTibaii Masbod 
is also backed by liraii« RiiS«la» 
Tajikistan andtmfia. Atvtteioiiaiitiies^ 
centrd Asian states, which 'oncrber 
longed to the Sovii^ Ooiott^ and Israd 
werealsowpjposedly aidtngMasood. 

- MeanwhiK antt-TaKbanfbicdsac* 
cuse Pakistan of atdliig the^mOitia 

^-'m^ enjoying the supiHHt c^fbreigft 

- : ttieixrens^^ and "alfcfecd tcrrorisjt 
Osama bin Ladoi. 

V All countries have denkd any xnilir 
taiy thvolveinenthi' Afghantstibi 
1 spite consistent warnings fi^ tiliS^ 
United Nations for haghl^Uring 
countries to stop ineddlinjf ui Af- 
'ghan affairs. 
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Paris backing 

opposition 
groups, claims 
Taliban 



KABUL, Sept 6: Afghanistan's 
ruling Taliban on Monday accused 
France of militarily supporting 
opposition factions after a delega- 
tion from Paris visited anti-Taliban 
leaders in the Panjsher Valley. 

**The trip by the French delega- 
tion to the Panjsher and talks 
between French political and mili- 
tary experts ... proves this reality 
once again that &e opposition have 
yielded to slaveiry,*' authorities said. 

This was done ''in order to safe- 
guard their individual interests and 
to ascend to power. They are ready 
to resort to every iUegal deed by 
standing against Islamic demands 
and values and national interests.*' 

The French presence in 
Afghanistan has been restricted to 
foreign aid workers. But privately 
the Taliban had previously 
expressed their suspicions of the 
French government which stem 
largely from Masood's backgroimd. 

Independent sources confirmed 
the visit. One western observer 
said: *'We know there's a delegation 
there but we have absolutely no 
idea what they are up to." 

"In order to obtain the counoys 
natural resources, these self-inter- 
est and anti-Islamic groui^ (French) 
have been in league and in coopera- 
tion with Masood," the official 
Radio Shariat commentary said. 

It said Masood "enjoyed theii 
necessary political consultations 
and politico-military plans and 
assistance." 

"If this trip did not have political 
objectives and non-Muslim aims, 
why the said delegation did not visil 
Kabid dty at least for once instead 
of travelling to a small and moun- 
tainous valley."— AFP 



Taliban cut 
number 
of foreign 
volunteers 

KANDAHAR. Sept 15: The 
Taliban have begun reducing the 
number of "foreign volunteers" in 
their rianks as authorities found 
they were of little use in the civil 
war against opposition forces, a 

senior official said. ^ ■ 

Taliban spokesman Wakil 
Ahmed Mutawakkel said the volun; 
teers were foreign students in 
Pakistani madrassas who had 
fou^t alongside the Mujahideen 
against the former Soviet Union. 

But he stressed there were very 
few of them among the Taliban 

r ank s. 

"During the war against Russia 
there were many foreigners who 
fought here. It is not something 
new that in Afghanistan there are 
foreigners fighting. 

"We are trying to reduce the 
number of foreigners here because 
there is not that much for them to 
do. We don't count on them,** 
Mutawakkel told AFP. ■ 

His comments were backed by 
other Taliban pf f idals, who said 
Af ghaii passports issued to Arabs 
by previous governments, before 
the Taliban took over in 1996, were 
being confiscated. 

Mutawakkel said Press reports of 
Pakistani numbers in Afghanistan 
were wildly exaggerated and "they 
are not that much to be counted 
on**. 

Shortly after the Taliban laun- 
ched their summer offensive agai- 
nst forces loyal to commander 
Ahmed Shah Masood two months 
ago, the UN's special envoy to 
Afghanistan. Lakhdar Brahimi, 
warned that mercenaries in Af^- 
nistan posed a threat to their own 
country when they return home. 

AID FOR AFGHANS: The 
Afghan opposition on Wednesday 
called for urgent humaidtarian ad 
for thousands of people in the 
besieged Darre Soof valley in 
northern Samangan province. 

General Sayed Hussein Anwari, 
a spokesman for the anti-Taliban 
alliance, said 30,000 people had 
been rendered homeless because of 
frequent fighting over Ae past ten 
months. 

He said local people needed 
food, clothing and medicines. Darre 
Soof is a large area, located adja- 
cent to the Taliban-held provinces 
of Balkh and Bamiyan. — ^ 
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Foreign volunteers 
in Afghanistan 
reduced 

KANDAHAR (AFP). Afghanistan's 
ruling Taliban militia has begun reduc- 
ing the number of 'foreign volunteers* 
in its ranks as authorities found they 
were of little use in the civil war against 
opposition forces, a senior official said. 

Taliban spdkcsman Wakil Ahmed 
MutawaWcel said die volunteers were 
fbieignstudentsinPakistaniniadrassas 
(seminaries) who fought alongside the 
mujahedeen against the 1979-89 occu- 
pation of Af ^iinistan by the former 
Soviet Union, r ^ 

But he stressed there were very few 
of them among the.Taliban ranks who 

contrbl^ most of Afghanistan. ' 

•During the war against Russia there 
were many foreigners who fought here. 
It is not something new that in Af- 
^anistan there are foreigners fighting. 

* We are trying to reduce the number 
of foreigners here because there is not 
diat much for them to do. We don't 
count on them, ' Mutawakkel told AFP. 

His comnwnts were backed by other 
Taliban officials who said Af^ttii pass- 
ports issued to Arabs by previous gov- 
ernments, before die Taliban took over 
in 1 996, were being confiscated. 

The^DfH^osidcm has diarged'Psddsto^ 
with militarily supporting the Taliban, 
and there arc uptto 10,(X)0 mercenerics 
fighting in the country. 
Islamabad denies the charge but say s 

it is possible that Islamic students had^ 
ioimd the religious militia. 
The Afghan opposition also say s that 

alleged terrorist Osama bin Laden is 
leaJngtl^abrigadeofArabma^cenries 
along frontlines north of Kabul. 

One recent Pakistan press report quot- 
ing Afg^ sources said bin Laden has 
visited Afghan soldiers in Kabul hos- 
pitals. 

However, Mutawakkel said press re- 
ports of Pakistani numbers in Afghani- 
stmi were wildly exaggerated and * they 
are not that much to be counted on.' 

Shortly after die Taliban launched 
their summer offensive against forces 
loyal to commander Ahmed Shah 
|4asood two month^ago, the UN Spe- 
cial Envoy to ^hanistan Lakhdar 
Brahimi, wiffBMsdst^ in 
Afghanistan posed a w&Aom threat to 
their own country when Aey return 

homevV-^ -^^ 
His conmients were echoed by other 

senior UN officials as the offensive 
gained momentum across frontlines 
north of Kabul and fiathcr reports 
emerged of Paldstani engagement. 

The offensive had mixed results for 
the militia who managed to push 
Masood troops and the frontline back 
25 kilometers and secured the strategi- 
cally important Shomali Plauis. 

Mutawakkel vowed the Taliban 
would pursue against Masood. 
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Chances of Afghan 
DPs' repatriation 

brighten 



By Ahmad Hassan 



PESHAWAR, Sept 5: The 
chances of repatriation of Afghan 
refugees to their country appear to 
have been bri^tened following the 
Taliban militia order tp their com^ 
patriots to come back home within - 
next three months* ' 

The Taliban government who has 
been hard pre^sd by its neighbour- 
ing countries for making serious 
effort for repatriation of Afghan 
refugees had earlier announced to 
confiscate immovable property of 
those who will fail to return to the 
countiy within the stipulated time 
period, 

Currendy the NWFP government 
has provided shelter to. at>out 1.5 
million Afghan refugees who 
arrived in Platan two decades ago 
when the defunct Soviet Union 
forces captured the country. The 
NWFP Chief Minister Sardar 
Mahtab Ahmed Khan who has 
shown his keenness in the repatria- 
tion of Afghan refugees by 
annoimdng to confine bulk of them 
within their camps in March this 
year faced a reinisal both from his 
own officials in the Afghan refugees 
commissioner ate and as well as 
from the federal government 

The provincial government is, 
however, believed to be still work- 
ing on a plan to repatriate sizable 
nimiber of Afghan refugees to cur- 
tail the unbearable burden these 



refugees have been causing to the 
infrastructure and other human 
resources of the province. 

TJie^provincial government has 
not only suggested a tripartite con-, 
ference on thi^ prospects of a repa- 
triation but has also offered its 
vices in planning better irrigation, 
health and other social services 
inside Af^aidstan by sending its 
own teams. 

Besides, the government has 
ordered concerned authorities to 
undertake an exercise to gauge die 
necessities of life in case the 
Afghan refugees refuse to return to 
thehr homes and they are confined 
to their camps. 

The Af^an DPs presence has 
become a perpetual nuisance for 
the local businessmen and trans- 
porters as they are holding major 
share of both the sectors. About 
half of shops are either directly 
owned or indirectiy occupied by the 
Allans in Peshawar and elsewhere 
while more then 60 per cent of the 
inter city public transport is owned 
and run by the Af^an refugees. 
Besides, the well to do Afghans 
whose kin are working in foreign 
countries are occupying most of the 
posh residential areas of the provin- 
cial metropolis which is causing 
great hardships to the locals to get 
residential accommodation on rea- 
sonable rents. 
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Taliban forcing 
refugees to return 



Bureau Report 



PESHAWAR. Sept 16: The weU 
to do Afghan refugees .living in the 
provincial metropolis and else- 
where in the NWFP seem to stay 
back and not respond to Taliban 
call to come home, sources said 
here on Thursday. 

Sources said some of them were 
even thinking to seek Pakistani 
nationality. 

On the other hand the ruling 
Taliban militia in Afghanistan 
appeared to be very serious on its 
ultimatum issued to Afghan 
refugees last week to pack up and 
return to home within three 
months or be ready to lose their 
properties back in their pountry. 

According to sources, as a fresh 
step, the Taliban government has 
set up a full-fledged cabinet by 
choosing one member each from 
each tribe in the areas under their 
control. All the members of this 
cabinet, the sources said, have 
been entrusted with the job to 
ensure repatriation of their tribes- 
men. 

The sources revealed that 



alarmed by the reports of Taliban 
government's move to get them 
repatriated to their homeland, a 
bulk of refugees held a secret meet- 
ing here which took the dedaon to 
pool enou^ money by donations to 
prepare and file, a writ petition in 
the Peshawar High Court. 

These Afghan DPs are of the view 
that they have been living here for 
the last over two decades and their 
children born in Pakistan have 
attained adulthood and as th^ are 
studying in Pakistani educational 
institutions, they were entitled to 
get Pakistani nationality. 

According to intelligence agen- 
cies reports and a number of factu- 
al evidence, diousands of Afghan 
refugees have succeeded in getting 
Pakistani national identity cards, 
purchased property and construct- 
ed their houses here. Apart from 
such affluent Afghan DPs, there 
are a number of those who have 
adapted to the local conditions by 
getting manual jobs, vending, 
working as labourers, drivers and 
have also joined other professions. 
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Meeting on Afghan 
refugees postponed 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) - A meeting 
between Pakistan, Ac United Nations 
High Commissioncrfor Refugees, and 
Taliban militia planned this week to 
discuss repatriation of displaced Af- 
ghans has been pQs^9ed,\)fficials 
said Monday, f ) ). 

The repatriation commission on dis- 
placed Afghans was to meet in Kabul 
Saturday but the sc^ion was called off 
due to the *busy schedule' of Pakista- 
ni officials, they said. 

It may now meet in late Octob<?r if a 

coi|i^ijjl? mttm 4^ Is t^\m 

bett»«Mfltte'tiif«eq^ 
said. 
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Pak- Afghan relations: an overview 



~ nan unusually blunt statement, end July, UN 

envoy for Afghanistan Lakhdar Brahiini 
I warned Pakistan against the *usc* of Paki- 
stani and Arab niilitants in the on-going intrastate civil 
war.Hesaidthat the civil war could *rcbound* ..on their 
♦countries of origin. *This is extremely dangerous', 
Brahimi said referring to reports that 'thousands of 
Pakistani militants, several hundred Arabs and an 
unknown number of Central Asian volunteers were 
fighting alongside the Taliban. 

More recently, towards the end of August a senior 
UN official Kieran Prendergast, told the Security 
Council that 'foreign mediation (interference)* was 
keeping the brutal Afghan war going. While 
Prendergast, in the reported text of his statement, did 
not mention Pakistan in so many words, the deputy 
foreign minister of the UN-recognized Afghan gov- 
ernment Abdullah Abdullah, directiy accused Paki- 
stan of 'state sponsored terrorism . 

The above quotes are just a few out of a whole 
haystack of similar accusations levelled against Paki- 
stan for fuelling the flames of the Afghan civil war by 
directiy aiding and abetting tiie incumbant Taliban 
regime. Regardless of tiie manifestiy tendentious slant 
of Pakistan's perceived or misperceived role in Af- 
ghanistan, its sustained support for the government of 
the day in Kabul remains overt , and transparent 

While one could wait to make a value judgement for 
or against the rationale of Pakistan's support for the 
Taliban regime, the embarrassment it has caused to 
Pakistan can be hardly denied. Afghanistan might 
have been tiie proverbial moutiiful of some bitter 
portion hard to swallow and harder to tiirow up. 

It has been tiie only otiier country after India to have 
acted as an abiding irritant ^d a potential tiireat to 
Pakistan. The demand for an autonomous ^ 
Pushtunistan, actively aided by an irredentist Afgham- 
stan; tiie Bajour border conflict of 1960; tiie ebb and 
swell before and after tiie overthrow of tiie Mghan 
monarchy and finally tiie Soviet invasion of Afghani- 
stan had been some of tiie major landmarks of tiie Pakr 
Afghan roller-coaster relationship. 

The Soviet invasion and decade-long occupation of 
Afghanistan — 1979-1989 - almost irritrieyably 
sucked Pakistan into the Afghanistan imbroglio to 
make it an essential part of its volatile and warring 
geopolitical landscape. Pushed into tiie Soviet Af^ian 
war basically because of a geography, not of its choos- 
ing and actively for a fortuitous, strategic convergence 
witii the US, Pakistan would not quite know how to 
pull itself out of the bitter postrwar, intra-Afghan 
fractious fighting. It has been in and out of tiie Afghan 
crisis seemingly unsure of tiie extent tiie wisdom and 
rationale of its involvement. Its one sustained effort to 
establish its neutrality in tiie uneding Afghan conflict, 
has all but drawn a blank. 

The Taliban would settle for notiiing less tiian un- 
qualified Pakistani support for tiieir regime and policy 
beyond the norms of international diplomacy. Any 
suggestion for tiiis establishment of a broad-based 
government preceding international recognition of 
tiieir government, would put tiieir back up. Togetiier 
witii Saudi Arabia and tiie UAE Pakistan's full diplo- 
matic recognition to tiie Taliban notwitiistanding, tiic 
Taliban Afghanistan would suffer no gratutious coun- 
selling ftx)m Pakistan or any otiier quarter, including 
tiie UN, about widening tiie base of tiieir government 
That is as far as the Taliban side goes. As regards 



Brigadier (Retd) Siddiqi 

otiicrs, the Nortiiem Alliance, Iran, CARS, tiie UN. 
US tiiey are not only bitterly critical of Pakistan but 
actually accuse it of active interference in 
Afghanistani intenial affairs. What Pakistan consid- 
ers as its religiouls and frat^nal obligation to help 
Afghanistan out of its devastating infigjiting finds 
favour only witii tiie taliban. And tiiat too far want of 
a better choice tiian f<^ any broader t»nvergericc of 

views on ideology and statecraft, Paldstan' s unremit- 
ting interest (active involvement) in Afghanistan, has 
spawned misgivings about its own geostrategic de- 
signs towards ttiat country. At least one of its former 
CWefs of Staff, Mirza Aslam Beg spoke endlessly of 

Afghanistan serving as an extension of Pakistan in a 
strategic, if not exactiy in a territorial sense. He 
perceived Af^anistan providing Pakistan all tiie 
'strategic dqptii' vis a vis a hostile neighbour, mainly 
India, The virtual disappearance of tiie Pak- Afghan 

border as a future area of tension. Beg tiiought would 
release several of his fighting units — in a divisional- 
plus strength - - for deployment elsewhere. 

The Peshawar Agrewnent of A|>ril 1992. brokered 
by Lieut. Gen, Javaid Nasir, tiie tiien DG. ISI, signed 

and sealed by PM Nawaz Sharif . re-affirmed Paki- 
stan's overall hold on tiie Kabul re^e, Professcw: 
Sib^atuUah Mojeddidi was named as tiie interim 
Afghan president for a period of sbt montiis and 
Burhanuddin Rabbani his designated successor 
much to tiic frustration of all otiiers. This had been 

specially true of tiie heroes of tiie Afghan Jehad like 
Gulbadin Hilraiatyar, stealing tiie limelight right 
tiirough tiie Af^iaai anti-Soviet phase of holy war. 
PM Nawaz: Shaitf, i*)tog^witli a large, bighpoww^^ . 
' etitourageflcwoMettoKabulbyspecialplanetooffer^^ 
his Friday prayers alongside his Afghan hosts. To tiw 
best of one's lomowledge and inf(Mmation, the Paki- 
stani head of tiic government and his entourage 
entered Kabul witiiout a valid Afghan visa - almost as 
constituents of a Pakistan Afghanistan condominiurn 
or Commonwealtii, For quite some time, Afghani- 
stan's fctfcign affairs v/ett influenced and virtually 
run by Islamabad until Rabbani turned a maverick. 
He reftised to relinquish the presidency by tiie middle 
of 1995 as laid down in tiie Peshawar Accord arid 
started asserting his own autiiority over his country's 
internal and extonuti affairs. - . 

Pakistan continued having its finger in tiie Afghan 
pie nevertiieless hobnobbing witii tiie wariord of 
northern Afghanistan, General Abdul Rashid 
Dostum - his Jumbish-i-Millt Islami and his military 
cMef Corninand<a: J^hnMd Shah MasW^^^^^ tiie one 
hand and^^ Qic btiier MujaMdecn jgKm 

Rabbani -on tiie ofliear. 
This went on until tiic last quarter of 1994 when tiie 

Taliban first came into tiie limelight in Kandahar, 
Retired Maj. Gen. Nasirxillah Khan Babar, the ruling 
PPP's Interior Minister and Afghanistan expert 
wouUd not wait to own, recognise and support tiie 
TaUban as tiie up-and-coniing power in Afghanistan. 

No single factor otiier tiian tiie swift and unreserved 
recogniticMi of tiie Taliban deepened Pakistan's in- 
volvement in tiie fractious intra-Mujahidccn etimo- 

idcological politics to a point from where it would be 
practically impossible to retract 

Increasing fiatemization witii tiie Taliban under 
tiie Kandahar-based Mulla Omar and all tiie possible. 



even if discreet, moral and material support to them 
cost Pakistan the growing friendly ties witii Dostum. 
Between 1992 and 1994, Dostum had enjoyed tiic best 
of relations witii Pakistan. One of his principal confi- 
dantes Brigadier General Painda Muhammad Khan 
stayed in Islamabad witii his family, as his personal 
envoy. 

ISI's Brigadier Asharaf could shutUe between 
Islamabad and Dostum, main base at Shabarghan 
freely and witiiout much protocol. His boss. Lt, Gen, 
Javed Nasir, enjoyed close, pa:sonaI rj^port witii 
Dostum and some of his senicar generals viz Majid and 
Fawzi, In effect, Afghanistan under RaW>am and 
I>ostum was viewed, more or less as a part of home 
affairs and dealt with acccwdingly under the overall 
guidance of tiie ISL The period following tte loss of 
mutual trust and goodwill between Rabbani' s Kabul 
and Islamabad, may well be dwcribed as tiie halcyon 
days of close relationship between Pakistan and 
Dostum's Afghanistan. They effective tie-up, based 
on realpolitik ratiier tiian ideology, too ^adually 
weakened and finally collapsed in the aftermath of 
Pakistan's dramatic pro-Taliban shift At a stroke, 
Pakistan's lost two of its allies - one someone as old as 

Rabbani (of tiie anti-Soviet Jehad vintage) tiie otiier a 
newly-wan fiiend and tiie most powerfiti single Af- 
ghan of his day Gen, Dostum, 

Off to a spectacular staff, tiie Taliban did seem to 
hold all tiie prtsmisc for tiie ftiture but littie hope of a 
stable relationship witii an incomparably modem, 
democratic Pakistan. Considering tiieir ideological 
radicalism and biolo^cal inmiaturity as raw youtiis — 
freshmen just out of tiieir seminaries-Pakistan should 
have tiiought twice before putting all its strategic eggs 
Cc^ons>in tiieir basket^ & 6dl*oratiye diplontiacy. 
; unless tijershifting ground realities are tempacd witii 
a long-range overview <rf tiic given situation, much 
avoidable embarrassment may follow. It did in tiie 
case of the Taliban-Pakistan tie-up. 

The burning down of tiie Pakistan embassy iri Kabul 
and tiie transformation of Pak-Afghan ties from osten- 
sible normality to overt hostility under Rabbani fol- 
lowed. A similar about-turn in tiie Pakistan-Dostum 
(Nortiiem Alliance) relations togetiier witii a hostile 
confrontation witii Hikmatyar went on to compromise 
Pakistan's role as an unpartial friend and apeaccmaker 
in Af gjMuiistan. . \ . . 

In September 1996. tiie Taliban made tiieu: tnum- 
phant entry into tiie capita, Kabul. In May 1997, diey 
re-ci^tured Mazar-i-Sharif and consolidated tiieir 
hold tiiere. In tiie midst of tiie inevitable scramble 
tiirough the mopping-up operations, son» of tiieir 
^ elemwits went berserk. They attacked tiie Iranian 
eonsulate-genoral, killing scmie of the staff and taking 
otiiers as hostage. The unfortunate episode led to a 
fierce Taliban. Iran stand-off. Pakistan as a supporter 
of Taliban,-also incurred Iran's wratii and tiie tiie 
relations of tiie countries were Iwought to a dangerous 
pitch of mistrust FcMtunately , however, tiie Rubicon 
was not crossed Altiiough in possession of the nine 
tentiis of tiieir country tiie Taliban are yet to establish 
tiieir writ and bring peace to their war-tom country . All 
UN-sponsored efforts have failed to prodiK» positive 
results. The prevailing pwcqption is tiiat the Afghans 
do not appear to have mcuh use for peace taDds and 
would ratiier settie it by military means, A mosi 
unfOTtuante potentially dangerous develq)ment foi 
Afghanistan and tiie region. 




Hizb-e^slami not 
sidinjg with Afghan 
warring factions ^ 

ISLAMABAD (NNI) - Hizb-c-Isla- 
mi Afghanistan Monday said it is not 
siding with any waning faction in the 
on-going civil war as it considers the 
fighting only beneficial for fuiti-Islam- 
ic forces. 

"No Hizb-e-IsHuni 
any facti9ar involve 
fi^ting^^anfldist 
hostilities in acc 



the 



si^ports 
relentless 
itself aWay from 
with the party 



central councirs oecision,'* said a state- 
ment issu^ froii the Hizb office in 
Peshawan ' > 

Commenting on reports that a Hizb 
Ifsader WaheedullahJii^ip^i^i^ 
joined the cabinet of ^^^iUHHHliliQQ 
United Front, the statement s 
woon has paited ways with the I&i) and 
has joined the United Front in pers<^ 
capacity*', ; ^ 
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Afghan infighting 

displaces over 
one lakh people 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR The recent United 
Nation mission to the Panjshir val- 
ley has found that up to 100,000 
persons have been displaced by re- 
cent fighting in the area, states the 
UNO report issued here on Wednes- 
day. 

According to the report, working 
with estimates provided by NGO's 
and the displaced themselves, the 
mission found the figures relatively 
accurate after cross checking in 17 
locations. About 30 to 40 per cent of 
the displaced are either housed in 
public buildings or are out in the 
open, 50 to 70 per cent have found 
shelter with local families like of 
Kabul. The mission also confirmed 
that local authorities have tried to 
help the displaced with a few re- 
sources they have. 

While the health situation in the 
valley ( Panjsher) is now under 
coatrol, displaced families still need 
food, shelter and blankets against 
the increasing chilly cold. The UN 
has sent 108 mt of foods aid to the 
area, which arrived this week. In 
addition, the most needy among the 
displaced will be assisted by the 
United Nations with a one time 
distribution of food and non-food 
supplies,Transport of plastic sheeting , 
and blanket to the affected area is 
underway. 

In Kabul, 9.400 displaced have 
been housed in the ex-Soviet Em- 
bassy compound. Activities to ac- 
commodate the immediate needs like 
food, clean water, sanitary condi- 
tions, warm clothing and others 
of the increasing numbers of the 
people in the compound are on- 
going. 

On the other hand, the report states 
that monitoring of new arrivals from 
Shamali into the capital continues, 
since August 8 last, over 43,000 
persons have entered the city. Most 
continue to seek refuge with rela- 
tives, principally in district 11 and 
15. The United Nations has repeat- 
edly requested official permissions 



to undertake independent survey 
the Internally Displaced People ir 
the city but Talibaan are reluctant tt 
do so. I 

About the central highland, tly: 
report states that although the peo 
pie of Hazarajat are not affected 
the current fighting, they are alsi 
confronted with hunger and po4 
erty. The UN survey identified ds 
many as from 200,000 to 300,0(K 
persons among the most vulnerable 
in Hazarajat. Across 10 districts, 
they are being assisted through* 
combined UN and NGO food secii 
rity programme to help 30,000 hou^< 
holds. . 

Meanwhile, over 530 families re 
turned into Afghanistan fron 
Baluchistan and NWFP province:; 
of Pakistan. Such families have be^; 
shifted to their war destroyed hous^: ; 
in Kandahar, Helmand, Kunduz, 
Baghlan, Nangarhar and Badghis provj 
inces and have utilised the UNHC 
repatriation standard package inclu^' 
cash amount, wheat bags and plasty 
sheeting. 

On the other Hand, the UNO repoj 
confirmed that forcible repatriati<^ 
of the Afghan refugees from Islamic 
Republic of Iran is also continue 
through Islam Qala Herat and Milal: 
and Naloki in Nimroz province when ; 
• the UNHCR mission regularly moni 
toring the, situation. 

While oliserved deportation througl 
Islam Qala have diminished in 1 99f. 
and amount to about 8,000 persoi;!; 
to date, the numbers of deport^( 
through the borders Milak and 
Naloki in Nimroz continue to\\iy 
very high. During the last 10 dajjs 
alone 58 families and 2005 indl 
vidual Afghan refugees were de j 
ported from Iran through these tw< \ 
border points. This brings the tota 
number of Afghan deportees fron 
Iran to Nimroz since December 2' 
1998, when deportations startci 
through these border-points, to 2,90' ' 
families and 41,108 singles. Ovet 
all, more than 66,500 Afghans haV(5 
been forcibly returned to Afghani 
Stan from Iran. 
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UN urges Taliban leaders to allow 



es/to return home 



KABUL (AFP) . The United Na^ 
tions special rapporteur, Karmal 
Hossein, Saturday urged Af^anistan*s 
ruling Taliban to let thousands (^refu- 
gees camped in Kabul return home. 

*What is needed is for them to return 
home and to be given the necessities to 
do so/ Hossain said. 

The Bangladeshi diplomat was re- 
ferring to refugees who fled the Shamali 
Plains north of Kabul last month after 
the Taliban launched its bloody sum- 
mer offensive. 

More than 200,000 people escaped 
with most fleeing to the opposition- 
held Panjsher Valley. About 40,000 
sought refuse in Kabul with 11,000 
being housed in the delapidated com- 
pound of the former Russian embassy. 

*I think it will be unlikely that they 
will be able to go back, particularly 
before winter. 

*These people are in genuine need of 
survival assistance, these people are in 
very ,^ very pitiful conditions. Food, 
water blankets and there' s die possibil- 
ity of an outbreak of disease,' he said. 

Hossain's tour was to collate evi- 
dence stemming from alleged human 



rights violations at Bamiyan in central 
Af ghanistaii in May , in soudiwest H»at 
a month later and on the Shamali Plains 
in August. He said this included people 
beingforcedout6ftheirhonies,thetoiching 
of villages and ^mmary executions. 

In regards to Shamali, he said, *they 
have been forced out of their homes 



against their will, diere is no doubt 
about it.* 

However, he refrained from criticis- 
ing the Taliban saying that evidence 
was still being collated and that he 
needs to visit areas held by the opposi- 
tion to gauge the full extent of human 
rights violations in Afghanistan. 



Afghan opium 
output doubles 



ISLAMABAD, Sept 10: Opium 
production in Afghanistan doubled 
to a record 4,600 tons in 1999 from 
last year and the increase was most- 
ly in areas controlled by, the Islamic 
Taliban, a UN report said on 
Friday. 

"This is a dramatic increase...we 
have every reason to be anxious 
and worried," Bernard Frahi, repre- 
sentative for the United Nations 
Drug Control Programme, told a 
news conference. 

He said the increiase was due to a 
bad poppy harvest last year which 
forced farmers to increase areas 
under poppy cultivation, high 
opium prices at the time of planti- 
ng, and ineffective enf orcem^t of 
a ban on poppy cultivation by the 
Taliban. 

But he said he expected poppy 
cultivation to drop next year 
because opium prices had fallen to 
$37 per kg in 1999 from $60 per kg 
during the October-November 1998 
planting season. 

According to the UN's annual 
poppy survey report, areas imder 
poppy cultivation increased by 43 
per cent to 91,000 hectares in 1999 • 
from 64,000 hectares in 1998, and 
opium production increased to 



4,600 tons from 2,100 tons. 

"Ninety seven per cent of cultiva- 
tion in 1999 occurred in the 
Taliban-controlled areas," the 
report said. 

Frahi said his organisation had 
received positive signals from the 
Taliban on poppy eradication but a 
lot more needed to be done by 
Taliban authorities as well as 
donor countries, which needed to 
provide more development fund- 
ing. ; 

Almost all UN activities in 
Af^anistan are confined to human- 
itarian assistance and development 
funding has little support from 
donors who complain about 
Taliban's human rights record, 
treatment of women and security 
conditions. 

Frahi said complete eradication 
was hampered by the presence of 
markets in Afghanistan where 
poppy was traded and by a 10 per 
cent tax that the Taliban imposed 
on all crops, including poppy, that 
almost legitimised its cultivation. 

"The Taliban have started some 
action against opium markets and 
also destroyed some processing lab- 
oratories last year.. .but it is not 
enough," he said.— -Reuters 
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Let refugees 

KABUL, Sept 11: The United 
Nations special rapporteur, Kamal 
Hossein, on Saturday urged 
Afghanistan's ruling Taliban to let 
thousands of refugees campe4 in 
Kabul return home. '^ 
"What is needed is for them to 
return home and to be given the 
necessities to do so,** Hossein said. 

The Bangladeshi diplomat was 
referring to refugees who fled the 
Shamali Plains north of Kabul last 
month after the Taliban launched 
its bloody summer offensive. 

More than 200,000 people 
escaped with most fleeing to the 
opposition-held Panjsher Valley. 
About 40,000 sought refuge in 
Kabul with 11,000 being housed in 
the dilapidated compound of the 
former Russian embassy. 
"I think it will be unlikely that 



go home, UN 

they will be able to go back, partic- 
ularly before winter. 

"These people are in genuine 
need of survival assistance, these 
people are in very, very pitiful con- 
ditions. Food, water blankets and 
there's the possibili^ of an out- 
break of disease^e said. 

/ Hossein's tour was to collate evi- 
dence stemming from alleged 
>uman ^ rights violations at 
Bamiyaii i£ central Afghanistan in 
' May, in southwest Herat a month 

later and on the Shamali Plains in 

August. ' / 

He said this included people 

being forced out of their homes, the 

torching of villages and summary 

executions. 
In regards to Shamali, he said, 

"they have been forced out of their 

homes against their will, ih&ce is no 



tells Taliban i 

doubt about if* 

However, he refrained from criti- 
cising the Taliban saying that evi- 
dence was still being collated and 
that he needs to visit areas held by 
the opposition to gauge the full 
extent of human rights violations in 
Afghanistan. 

The Taliban has fought a five 
year war against Masood and con- 
trols most of the country. The sum- 
mer offensive was aimed at wrest- 
ing control of the Masood held 
northeastern provinces. 

Hossein said the Afghan civil 
war was not a jihad or holy war, as 
is often claimed by the Taliban, 
because it is Muslims fighting 
Muslims. ••How can it be a Jihad 
when all Mtislims and all Afghans 
are involved," Hosseain said. 
—AFP 



100,000 displaced by 
war in Afghanistan 



UNITED NATIONS (AFP) - The 
United Nations on Friday increased 
from 60,000 to 160,000 its estimate of 
the number of people displaccdby fight- 
ing in and around the Panjsher Valley 
of northeastern Afghanistan. 

In a statement from Islamabad, UN 
spokeswoman Stephanie Bunker said 
a recent mission to the valley had veri- 
fied estimates from non-govemmeiital 
organisations and the displrceci people 
themselves. [ 

*The mission found the figures rela- 
tively accurate after cross-cneckjpg in 
17 locations,* she said. 

On August 27, Kieran Prendergast, 
the UN's under secretary general for 
political affairs, told the Security Coun- 
cil in New York that 60,000 people 
were displaced in the Valley. They 
included 15,000 people camping in the 



open with no shelter. . 

The number of displaced in the capi- 
tal Kabul was thought to stand at 40,000, 
Prendergast said. 
The Panjsher Valley is the strong- 
\ hold of Ahmad Shah Masood whose 
\ United Front controls about 20 percent 

\ of Afghanidfan. It lies about 100 kilo- 
\metres northof the capital Kabul, which 

is hel^'by the Taliban Islamist move- 
inent^ \ 

\ % Panjsher about 50 to 70 percent of 
the displaced have found shelter with 
local famiUes, while others are either 
housed in public buildings or are out in 
the open,* Bunker said. 

'While the health situation in the 
valley is now under control* the dis- 
placed still need food, shelter and blan- 
kets against the increasingly chilly 
weather. 
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UN to investigate 
forced prostitution 
in Afghanistan 



ISLAMABAD, Sept 13: The 
United Nations will investigate the 
reports about Afghan women being 
forced into prostitution due to 
unemployment and loss of jobs. 

This was stated by UN Special 
Rapporteur on Violence Against 
Women, Radhika Coomarswamy, 
while addressing a news conference 
at the United Nations Information 
Centre here on Sunday. 

Ms Coomarswamy, who has just 
returned from Afghanistan after 
meeting the Taliban leadership, 
said that Afghan women were 
imder enormous pressures. 

She said that widows were not 
allowed to work, so one could see a 
lot of women begging on the streets 
of Kabul. Because of poverty and 
the social setup in which many 
women could not work, prostitution 
was rising, she added. 

During her visit, she was also told 
that many Afghan women were 
being trafficked to other countries 
for prostitution. 

Ms Coomarswamy, however, said 
that the reports about prostitution 
were still not confirmed and the 
United Nations would investigate 
this matter. 

The Special Rapporteur said that 
she held talks with the Afghan gov- 
ernment and when she asked them 
that if they were committed to 
women development and educa- 
tion, they did not answer this ques- 
tion. 

She said that they, however, said 
that they were committed to all 
international covenants and inter- 
national agreements signed by 
Afghanistan. 

Ms Coomarswamy said that the 
Afghan Ministry for Propagation of 
Virtue and Suppression of Vice was 
coming too hard on women's rights 
and she urged the international 
community to pressurise the 
Afghan government to disband this 

ministry. 

She noted that the Afghan gov- 
ernment had an official policy to 
have discrimination against women 
and many women who were raped 
were punished publicly for adultery 
under the hudood laws. 



She said that despite dire pover- 
ty, the state of women rights was 
much better in the northern 
Afghanistan. She, however, while 
replying to a question recalled that 
there were grave human rights vio- 
lations and specially violence 
against women during the rule of 
Biu-hanuddin Rabbani. 

The Rapporteur said that she was 
not optimistic that situation of 
women would change in 
Afghanistan in the near future. 
She, however, was of the view diat 
humanitarian aid through NGOs to 
Afghanistan should not be stopped. 

The UN Special Rapporteur on 
Violence Against Women said that 
the UN had the largest file on viola- 
tion of women rights in Afghanistan. 

She said that there was wide- 
spread official violation of human 
rights in Afghanistan. She said that 
women were discriminated against 
in almost all countries, but in 
Afghanistan it was a part of the 
official policy. 

Ms Coomarswamy said that 
Afghan women's rights to health, 
employment, associations and edu- 
cation were the victims of this poli- 
cy. 

She said that but things were 
changing now due to international 
pressures and the pressures by the 
Afghan women themselves. 

She said that it was strange that 
for young girls in the age group of 
1-10 years, a school was being run 
by the Religious Ministry and not 
the Ministry of Education. The wid- 
ows, she said, now could work but 
in very limited professions like in 
health sector. 

She said that despite an official 
policy, Afghan women had asserted 
their freedom, to a little extent 
though, and many women were not 
wearing "burqa" ordered officially 
by the Taliban regime. 

Many women, she said, now 
move out without a "mehram" but 
it still was considered immoral to 
do that. Afghan women, she said, 
are now working in agriculture and 
home- based industries but the 
resistance against them is still pre- 
sent.— APP 
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Taliban eliminating 
livelihood sources: UN 



By Sadaqat Jan 



ISLAMABAD - United Nations Fri- 
day said that Taliban were eliminating 
the livelihood of thousands of people 
in Afghanistan. 

Stephanie Bunker, UN spokesperson, 
said that Taliban militia was following 
a "scorched earth" against people of the 
opposition-controlled areas in the north. 
She was speaking here in a weekly UN 
briefing. 

Bunker said people in die plains north 
of Kabul were being sent up to cut trees* 
and fruit trees. 

She put the number of internally dis- 
placed persons (IDPs) at 85,000 in the 
opposition stronghold of Panjsher Val- 
ley, The task force of UN and aid agen- 
cies, she said, were keeping an eye 
whether the population was leaving or 
arriving. ' ' <. 

A number of IDPs has jumped up in 
Kabul and had touched the figure of 
55,000. UN has also registered IDPs in 
northern provinces of Kunduz. Takhar 



and Baghlan. 

The Shomali Valley north of Kabul 
IS "sdll being cleared of civilians", the 
UN official said. 

P^ul Clarke, official of the World 
Food Programme (WFP) informed 
newsmen that UN estimated food needs 
of the people in northern Afghanistan 
at 6000 metric tonnes for the coming 
winter. 

He said half of the estimated food 
could be moved diere before the harsh 
winter blocks the routes. 

Clarke said they held talks with Tali- 
ban and opposition for "improved ac- 
cess" to those areas. He hoped diat both 
sides would respect the humanitarian 
aid. 

He worried that diseases might break 
out due to the displacement of people 
and their high concentration at plac- 
es and malnutrition that has in- 
creased. 

The recent seasonal fighting in Af- 
ghanistan has displaced many peo- 
ple who fear getting trapped or per- 
secuted. 



UN rappfii-teur concludes her 

Afghanistan visit 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - MsTladhika Coomar- 
swamy. United Nations Special Rappor- 
teur has noted with concern violations 
of humdn rights against women in Af- 
ghanistan. ' ' 

Ms Radhika has concluded her two- 
week visit of die region including Faiza- 
bad and Kabul, Peshawar, Lahore and 



Islamabad. In Afghanistan she met with 
the,Afgh^ officials as well as armed 
war lords ^nd got information from 
them about the women rights situation 
. While in Pakistan, she met with die 
Afghiantefiigees. . ' / ' : ' • 

The Specid Rapporteur cited several 
areas of discrimination against Women, 
which she has substantiated during her 
recent trips. 
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UN worried 
about food 
for fleeing 
Afghans 



ISLAMABAD, Sept 17: The 
United Nations on Friday voiced 
serious concern about its ability to 
feed tens of thousands of Afghans 
who have taken refuge from a 
Taliban offensive in the opposition- 
held Panjsher valley. 

Paul Clarke of the UN eWorld 
Food Programme told reijorters 
that 145,000 people were at risk of 
mahiutrition in the coming' winter 
if access to the area across a war 
zone was not improved. 

"Unfortunately, given road con- 
ditions into the area we also esti- 
mate that the maximimi amount of 
cereal that can be moved before 
the northern routes are closed by 
winter is 3,000 ton, which is 50 per 
cent of the estimated need,'* he 
said. 

Clarke, WFP's vulnerability 
analysis officer, said conditions in 
the Panjsher valley worsened after 
the Taliban launched a major 
offensive in August. 

He said an estimated 85,000 peo- 
ple from the Shomali area north of 
Kabul moved in when Taliban 
forces rolled forward in an attempt 
to finally capture the 10 per cent of 
the country outside of their control. 

Clarke said an estimated 6,000 
tons of cereals were needed over 
the next eight months. 

"The United Nations is currently 
negotiating with both sides of the 
conflict to try and improve access 
for this winter period," he said. 

UN spokeswoman Stephanie 
Bunker said more people from the 



$homali area were moving to 
Kabul, where some 55,000 "inter- 
nally displaced persons" have 
sought refuge. 

Meanwhile the UN asked 
Afghanistan's ruling Taliban to end 
"scprched earth policy" saying it 
has received reports of systematic 
destruction of homes, irrigation 
c^als by the student militia. 

UN spokeswoman Stephanie 
Bunker also told newsmen that the 
UN has received reports that 
Taliban have forced residents of 
Shomali plains to flee their homes. 

She said thousands of fresh 
refugees arrived Kabul this week 
because of Taliban's scorched earth 
policy. "We believe Taliban are fol- 
lowing a scorched earth policy. This 
is not the right way to conduct a 
war you don't take it out on the 
civilians. Bunker said the Untied 
Nations is engaged in negotiating 
with Taliban to try to stop the 
forced evacuation and to allow peo- 
ple to safely return to their areas. 

She said UN staff last week 
counted 550 new families, some 
3,300 refugees to capital Kabul, 
which raised number of the 
refugees from the Shomali Plains 
up to 55,000. "Because of the 
increase in the number of dis- 
placed persons arriving in Kabul, 
we believe the area is still being 
cleared of civilians, said Bunker. 
She said Taliban were seen cutt- 
ing trees and orchards making the 
lush plains north of Kabul barren. 
— Reuters/NNI 
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UNHCR says 
no to Afghan 
refugees for 
resettlement 



By Our Correspondent 



ISLAMABAD, Sept 20: The 
UNHCR authorities have advised 
Afghan refugees in Pakistan not to 
approach their offices for re-settle- 
ment in Western countries as they 
have received no demand from 
these countries to list Afghans for 
migration. 

In a press note issued by the 
UNHCR here on Monday said tiiat 
UNHCR expresses concern over 
the increasing number of Afghan 
refugees in Pakistan requesting to 
be considered for re-settlement 
abroad. 

The UNHCR said it had no new 
plans to undertake further re-set- 
tlement initiative and urged the 
refugees not to approach its offices 
for this purpose. 

For days now, refugees have 
been pouring into UNHCR 
Peshawar office. The UNHCR sim- 
ply does not have the capacity to 
handle the increasing volume of 
people demanding to be sent to the 
Western countries. 

"It is becoming un-manageable", 
said UNHCR*s acting representa- 
tive to Pakistan, Guillermo Betto- 
cchi. "We cannot cope with it, and 
our daily work on behalf of refu- 
gees has been seriously disrupted 
by this outpouring", he said. 

The UNHCR press note added 



that recent press reports that cer- 
tain Western countries have 
increased their annual quotas for 
re-settlement of Afghan women 
and radio interviews of newly set- 
tied Afghans, have raised expecta- 
tions of new possibilities for migra- 
tion. 

Spurred by these reports, a large 
number of Afghan women and men 
have been turning up at the 
UNHCR offices in Peshawar and 
Islamabad under the erroneous 
perception that they could be 
included in such asstuned new pro- 
granunes. 

"Although we have also heard 
about these reports, so far we have 
not been requested to identify or 
submit cases for re-settiement by 
any country other than our normal 
ongoing projects'*, said Bettocchi. 
"There is, therefore, no point in 
approaching us at this juncture. 
Should we be requested to expand 
these programmes, we would take 
necessary steps to do so in due 
course", he added. 

The UNHCR said even though 
the re-settiement seekers are vic- 
tims of the conflict raging in 
Afghanistan, their possibilities for 
migration from Afghanistan or 
Pakistan to other countries remain 
extremely limited. 
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Aid to needy Afghans 
continues: UN official 



By Hasan Akhtar 



ISLAMABAD, Sept 24: The UN 
office for coordination of human 
assistance to Afghanistan which has 
provided shelter and food to 12,450 
displaced people from Northern 
Afghanistan, in its diplomatic com- 
pound in Kabul, reiterated here on 
Friday that the UN aid to the needy 
and war-affected people was con- 
tinuing. 

At a briefing, the UN coordina- 
tion office spokeswoman, 
Stephanie Bunker, said that in 
order to improve living conditions 
in the dilapidated former Soviet 
diplomatic compound and to make 
room for more displaced people, it 
had been planned to encourage 
some of the sheltered people to 
move to their relatives if there 
were any in Kabul. She said that of 
the total now resident on the com- 
pound, 8,000 were children which 
showed the desperate condition of 
the war-affected people. 

If a sizable number cotdd move 



out, she said, the UN office could 
arrange improved and safe living 
conditions for an additional 5,000 
families. About 60,000 displaced 
Afghans were being cared for by 
the UN office, most of them in 
Panjsher valley. 

Ms Bunker said that in the 
Panjsher UN shelter, food and 
other assistance were available to 
about 35,000 people. It was planned 
that if weather and ground condi- 
tions permitted the UN would 
arrange up to 6,000 ton food in the 
coming months as fast as possible. 

Two members of the 30 official 
volunteers sent to East Timor for 
the UN referendum duties were 
present at the briefing to share 
their experience with those present. 
Both Razia Sultana and Shabbir 
Alunad said there was overwhelm- 
ing interest among the East Timor 
voters, whose overall turnout was 
about 99 per cent although most of 
them looked scared. 



Peacemakers taking 
sides in Afghan conflict 

UNITED NATIONS, Sept 27: UN progress on a more unified 

Secretary-General Kofi Annan criti- approach vis-a-vis the wamng par- 

cized on Monday unnamed mem- ties in Afghanistan," Annan wrote, 

bers of an eight-nation group that is **Words must be put into pohttcal 

supposedly trying to bring peace to practice. In fact, by their contmu- 

Af ^anistan, saying they were actu- ous support for certam Afghan f ac- 

ally supporting some Afghan fac- tions. some members of the six 

tions appear mostly to be pay- 

"The unabated external involve- ing Up service to their own stated 

ment in the Afghan confUct leads intentions," he declared, 

me to raise the question of the *six Annan said it was profoundly 

plus two' group," he said. . distiirbing" that only a week af tw a 

He was referring, in a written meeting in July of the sue plus 

report to the General Assembly, to two" in Tashkent, the Uzbek capi- 

a group comprising Afghanistan's tal, the TaUban forces began a new 

six neighbours — Pakistan, China, offensive. This again raised senous 

Iran. Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and concerns about the intentions of 

Uzbekistan — plus the United the TaHban leadership, which evi- 

States and Russia. dently continued to believe m a 

"It appears that, despite the military solution, he said, 

agreements on texts and declara- "Peace can only be achieved 

tions, the *six plus two' group has through talks and not by temtonal 

not been able to make real conquest," Annan stated.— Reuters 
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World urged to stop HR 
violations in Afghanistan 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - Fatana Ishaq Gillani, 
chief of the Afghan Women Council has 
diverted attentions of the world forums 
towards frequent violation of women 
and human rights in the war devastated 
Afghanistan. , 

*The UNO Commission for, Human 
Rights as well as the Amnesty Interna- 
tional has filed reports about violation 
of human rights in Afghanistan but bdth 
the forums had failed to find out ways 
and means or the remedy of the affect- 
ed people " she remaiiced in a detail in- 
terview on Saturday. As a result of reg- 
ular fighting and the increasing foreign 
interferences in affairs of Afghanistan, 
violation of human rights has reached 
to its peak, therefore, the world forums 
need to take its early notice, otherwise, 
no one could ensure return of the peace 
in that country. 

The Afghan women leader has said 
that Afghans haye wimessed worst kind 
of blo^shed and destruction in their 
motherland, since 1979, when the 



former Soviet Union invaifed it. How- 
ever Taliban reign has escalated the 
human rights violaticm, especially those 
of w(Hnen. During this period, millions 
of men, women and children were 
forced to leave their modierland. *Thcy 
were treated like insects and aminals,** 
she remarkejd. She added that reports 
in this connection, time and agdn 
peared in the world media. 

In response to a questiqn, Fatana 
Ishaq Gillani said that In fad violation 
of women and hum^ rights^ become 
order of the day in all over Afghani- 
stan. 

She said that now a days Taliban lead- 
ers didn't allow the journalists, to visit 
Afghanistan and mform the world of the 
grievances of its people. She said that 
only a few foreigners are staying in 
Kabul but they are not allowed to meet 
the commcMi people. '*In such a circimi^ 
stances, it is really impossible for the 
global forums to af^rise itself in depth 
about the human rights situation in Af- 
ghanistan**, she added. 

Answering to a questicm, Fatana Ishaq 



Gillani said people from all over Af- 
ghanistan sick of ongoing fighting and 
uncertainty in their motherland. 

She viewed that every Afghan is de- 
skous for return of peace, however there 
is no hc^ for peace. She accused the 
foreign states, especially US for not 
helping the Afghans to fUid out solu- 
tion through dialogues. She ui^ed the 
world powers to form an interm gov- 
ernment and hold fair elections. 

Fatana Ishaq Gillani said it is the need 
of the hour that Afghans should be giv- 
en their just right of self determination. 
She said that it was proved that neither 
Islamic hard liners nor communists are 
capable to rule Afghanistan through 
guns therefore, an emergency meeting 
of loya jirga should be called enabling 
all the Afghans representatives to find 
out ways md means to end existing cri- 
ses; She also called upm the warring 
Afghan factions to take a notice of in- 
creasing miseries of the war affected 
people, particularly women and chil- 
dren and let the mediators to resolve the 
conflict. 
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India and Russia to 
discuss Afghan crisis 



NEW DELHI (AFP) - India and Rus- 
sia will hold talks on the deepening crisis 
in Afghanistan during a visit to Moscow 
this month by New Delhi's most senior 
diplomat, Indian officials said Friday. 

Foreign Secretary K. Raghunath will 
meet his Russian counterpart Alexan- 
der Audeev and others for talks on the 
issue during a day ' s visit to Moscow on 
September 16, the officials said. 

'Raghunath is also expected to 
cover the entire spectrum of bilat- 
eral issues and issues of interna- 



tional and regional concerns,* a for- 
eign ministry official added. 

India enjoyed close ties with Kabul*s 
former prohSovietconimunistgpvenun^ 
ofNajibullahandnowrec(:^;nisestfaeousted 
regime of BuihaniKklin Rabbani. 

Pakistan is one of only three coun- 
tries to recognise Afghanistan's ruling 
Taliban Islamic militia. India last month 
held talks with the United States as part 
of continuing consultations New Delhi 
has held with the international commu- 
nity on Afghanistan. ; 



India sending envoys 
to US for talks 
on Afghanistan 



NEW DELHI, Aug 31: India said 
on Tuesday that it would send two 
diplomats to Washington this week 
for talks on Afghanistan, where 
it said peaceful negotiations 
were needed to resolve the civil 
conflict. 

A foreign ministry spokesman 
said that Joint Secretary for Iran, 
Pakistan and Afghanistan, Mr 
Vivek Katju, and Joint Secretary 
for the Americas, Mr Alok Prasad, 
would meet US officials and think- 
tanks on Sept 2 and 3. 

Bidia recognizes the govemmait- 
in-exile of ousted Afghan president 
Burhanuddin Rabbani. 

The foreign ministry spokesman 
said New Delhi's stand on 



Afghanistan was spelt out in a 
speech by the Indian representa- 
tive at a UN Security Council 
debate last week. 

The representative spoke of the 
need for a broad^based, indepen- 
dent Afghan government repre- 
sentinig all political forces and eth- 
nic groups in the country. 
vHe also said territories occupied 
by the Taliban through force had 
become ''a breeding ground of 
international terrorism". 

""International terrorist groups 
find a: safe haven here and in the 
areas straddling Afghanistan's 
southern borders," he said, refer- 
ring to Afghanistan's border with 
Pakistan.— Reuters 
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France keeps contacts with 

all Afghan factions 



ISLAMABAD, Sept 10: France on 
Friday said it was maintaing close 
contact with all Afghan parties and 
believed that peace was possible 
only through a political dialogue. 

"We are convinced that a lasting 
peace will be possible only if a 
process of political dialogue is b^m 
m Afghanistan in accordance with 
the UN resolutions,** said a French 
Embassy announcement here. 



"On the visit of Lalonde an. 
Madelin in Panjsher, it said, diat "i 
calls for no particular comment o; 
our part. Our position on the situi 
tion in Afghanistan is well known.** 
The spokesman said; "Franc 
maintains close dialogue with a 
Afghan parties. Our charge * 
affairs goes to Kabul regularly an 
has contacts, with other Afghan fa 
tions as well.*'— APP 



'France keeps cIosq 
contacts with all 
Afghan factions' 

ISLAMABAD (APP) - France on 
Friday said it was maintaing close 
contact with all Afghan parties and be- 
lieved that peace was p(^sible only 
trough a political dialogue. 

"We are convinced that a lasting 
peace will be possible only if a proc- 
ess of political dialogic is begun in 
Afghanistan in accordance with the 
UN resolutions," skia a Brench Em- 
bassy announcement here. 

On die visit of Lalonde and Made- 
lin in Panjsher;* it said, that it" calls 
for no particulat comment on our part. 
Our position on the situation in Af- 
ghanistan IS well JoiQwn.** 

The Spolccsman said France," main- 
tains close dialogue widi the all Af- 
ghan parties. * ^ 

Our charge d, affairs goes to Kabul 
rcgulariy and has contacts," with oth- 
er Afghan factions as well. 
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No progress 
in Afghan 
talks: Sartaj 

Bureau Report 



ISLAMABAD, Sept 8: Foreign 
Minister Sartaj Aziz has said that 
Pakistan's on-going efforts to get 
the warring Afghan groups to 
resolve their dispute, hkve yet to 
produce any fruitful results. 

Talking to Dawn here on 
Wednesday the foreign minister 
said that Pakistan wanted the two 
side to **sit down and talk** but 
there was the "lack of trust" 
between die two. 

**There is no progress so far," the 
minister conceded. He said 
Pakistan was still waiting for their 
response to the proposals put 
before them recent^ by a PaldMni 
delegation facilitating "distance 
negotiations'* betweoi Taliban and 
Northern Alliance. 

When asked to spell out these 
proposals, he said, Pakistan was 
operating under six plus two 
Tashkent formula of the United 
Naticms. 

To another question about the 
future dialogue, he said: *lt will be 
premature to say at this stage as to 
when will the Pakistan delegation 
start second round of distance nego- 
tiations. "Right now we are wait^ 
for their respcmse," Sartaj added. 

Pakistan, he said, was a«i"T»g the 
two sides to dam down in order to 
get to the peaceful settlement of all 
diq;mtes. 

Additional secretary incharge of 
the interior division Rustom Shah 
Mohmand who is leading the 
Pakistani delegation facilitating 
these "distance negotiations" 
when contacted said that the two 
sides were still in the process of 
inner consultation because of 
which their response had been 
delayed. 

Rustom was expecting a response 
from Masood Shah's representa- 
tives on Tuesday ev^iing but it was 
again delayed because of these 
unending consultations. Rustom 
Shah is in contact with both the 
warring Afghan sides. 



i PaJlc; team meets 
i Taliban authorities 
in KiEindahar 

ISLAMABAD (APP) - A Pakistani 
delegation on Thursday held talks with 
^^iban ofRcials in Kandahai: and dis- 
Si^Sfi^ with them {mx^x^s which were 
conveyed to it by tl^ United Firont 

"Both the TEdiban leadetj^p the 
United Front hav^ respcmd^ positive^ 
ly tdr Prime Minister's initiative and 
consiiltati(»i wiA ^m will continue/* 
the Foreign Office said Thursday after- 
noon. 

The Pakistani delegation's visit to 
Kandahar was part of Islamabad's re- 
cent initiative for restoration of dura- 
ble peace in ^ghanistan. 

Secretary Interior Rustam Shah Mo- 
hmand led the Pakistani delegati<^n 
which also included Ambassador to Af- 
ghanistan A^z Khan and Diiector Gen- 
eral on Afghanistan Ayaz Wazir. 

On Wednesday, the Pakistani diplo- 
mats had n»t opposition officials in- 
. eluding Professor Rabbani in Dudiianbe. 

The delegation also offered to Mul- 
lah Omarccmdolences cm behalf of the 
President and ^ Prime Minister and 
the people of Pakistan on the loss of 
l»ecious lives in the recent bomb ex- 
plosion in Kandahar. 

The Pakistani delegation has been 
shuttling between Dushanbe and Kan- 
dahar as a residt of firesh diplomatic in- 
itiative launched at the belKsst of Prime 
Minister; 
FbfpignMinistefSaitajAzizhadTue& 
' day said in Aim^ that Pakistan stand 
for tmi^r territorkl iutegrity^^ nor 
interference in the internal dfurs [< 
Afglwnistan. r tnf . 

Aziz also sappotted a negotiated se 
tlement leading to national recQncili^ 
tion and a broad^^bi^ gdvemmeiit tit 
resenting all ethnic gioilps in Afghan 
Stan. ' 
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Pakistan sees 
progress in 
Afghan talks 



Bureau Report 



ISLAMABAD, Sept 16: Pakiistan 
on Thursday announced that both 
the Taliban and the United Front 
had responded positively to the 
Islamabad's initiative to restore 
durable peace in Afghanistan. 

Since the launching of the on- 
going shuttle diplomacy between 
Afghanistan's ruling Taliban and 
the opposition, Pakistan on 
Thursday announced for the first 
time that its negotiations were pro- 
gressing ••positively^^ ^ ^r , - 

So far, die government had kept 
silent on the progress of the talks 
which started during mid-August 
when a high-level Pakistani dele- 
gation visited both Dushanbe and 
Kandahar on Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif s direction. 

An official handout issued here 
announced, **Both the Taliban 
leadership and the United Front 
have responded positively to the 
prime minister's peace initiative.'' 
It added that the consultations 
with the warring Afghan groups 
would continue. 

A Pakistani delegation led by 
Rustam Shah Mohmand, Additio- 
nal Secretary In-charge of the 
Interior Division, and comprising 
Aziz Khan, Ambassador to 
Afghanistan, Ayaz Wazir, Director 
General Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, and other senior officers, 
visited Dushanbe on Tuesday and 



held peace talks with Professor 
RabbanL 

^ On Thursday, the delegation vis- 
ited Kandahar to meet the Taliban 
leadership, including Mullah 
Omar. According to the handout, 
the delegation discussed witiii the 
Taliban authorities proposals 
which were conveyed to it by the 
United Front. 

**The delegation also off ered to 
Mullah Omar, condpleiices on 

behalf 

Mnfttar^^e people of 
Pakistani on the loss of precious 
lives in die recent bomb explosion 
in Kandahar," the handout added. 

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif s 
initiative for restoration of 
durable peace in Afghanistan was 
the follow-up of Professor 
Burhanuddin Rabbani's request to 
the former to help bring to an end 
the fighting between the TaUban 
and the Af^an opposition. 

Pakistan is trying to dear the 
suspicions among the warring 
Afghan groups and get them 
to talk directly to each other 
for the resolution of their differ- 



ences. 

A source, who is closely monitor- 
ing these talks, however, warned, 
"There are too'many difficulties 
and the foremost is to get the 
Afghans to negotiate a peace set- 
tlement on their own." 
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Mehtab offers 
help to build 
Afghanistan 

Frdm Our Cbrrei^iideiit 

PESHAWAR-NWFPChicf Minis- 
ter Sardar Mehtab Ahmad Khan has 
reiterated his resolve to help buUd the 
sbcio-economic structure of Afghani- 
i^taii which is a must for an early repa- 
triattcm of Afghan refugees into their 
motherland. ; 

"It is not a good dmcn that we with 
forcible potion of the refugees de- 
stroy our2(>-yearpontributionand8up- 

port to ^^f^to i»fuge€« " ^ 
while answering a question during a 
joint Press conference with Federal 
Firiance Minister Mphanunad Ishaq 
Dar at the Ft5ntier House on Thursday. 

Ishaq Dar on this occasion, in reply 
to a question^ said: 'There is no bar on 
trade with Afghanistan'*. 

The Chief Minister rcmuKted that he. 
in the wake of growmg Jiurden on the 
province infrastnicture Mid econoiny. 
i initiated a struggle for repatriation of 
the refugees. 



BRONTiEi: ^'OST 

0 3 SEF 1SS9 
displaced Afg^ 

ISLAMABAD (NNI) r- Pakistan 
Monday hancted over a consignment of 
2000 blankets and 1000 tents to TaU- 
ban authorities for the displaced persons 

of the Shoniali Plains. . 
Minister of State tor Forei^ Affairs 

Siddique Khan Kanju dc^Uveiwl tc- 
Uef goods to^aUbanPriilie d affaires 

in Islamabad, a Fbrcigri Office state- 
mcnt srid. The consignment was load- 
ed in trucks wid was sent to Kabul. 
Maulvi Saeed-ur-Rehman Haqqani 
thankedthe government of Pakistan for 
the relief gcwls. 
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Pakistan team 

back in 
Dushanbe for 
Afghan talks 

Bureau Report 

ISLAMABAD, Sept 14: The high 
level Pakistani delegation which 
had conducted ** distance negotia* 
tions** between the warring 
Taliban and Afghan opposition last 
month left here quietly on 
Tuesday for Dushanbe to facilitate 
what appears to be anodier round 
of such negotiations. 

Though die government is keep- 
ing the visit a secret, rieliable 
sources told Dawn that the 
Pakistani delegation which had 
already visited Kandahar and 
Dushanbe last mondi as part of its 
first round of ''distance negotia- 
tions*, left for Dushanbe on 
Tuesday morning in a jet 

The delegation was expected 
back late Tuesday night after 
holding talks widi the negotiating 
team of the Northern Alliance 
(NA). 

Rustom Shah Mohmand, 
Additional Secretary Incharge of 
the Interior Division is heading 
the delegation which also inclu- 
des Ayaz Wazir, Director Gen- 
eral Afghanistan, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs; and Adz Ahmad I 
Khan, Pakistan's Ambassador to 
Kabul 

The staff of Rustom Shah as weQ 
as Ayaz Wazir wh^ contacted said 
that the officials were out and 
would be back on Wednesday. 
When asked whether they had 
gone to Dushanbe, the staff 
refused to d^y or confirm it 

The Foreign Office spokesman 
Tariq Altaf, however, expressed 
his complete ignorance about this 
visit and said that he could not 
check it from the concerned offi- 
cials in the foreign ministry . 

But the sources said that the 
Pakistani delegation had gone to 
Dushanbe after getting a response 
from the NA to the first round of 
talks. 

DAWN 



Last month the Paldstani delega- 
tion had opened separate talks 
with the two Warring groiipi at 
Kandahar and Dushanbe respec*' 
tively aii4 irftportedly; put befoif 
them three proposals envisaging 
arrangements for p^ceftil co-exis-' 
tence. 

The authorities are keeping 
mum over die details these pro- 
posals but it has already been I^t- 
ed by Foreign Mlnista: Sarta j Aziz 
that Islamabad was operating 
under six plus two Tashkant for- 
mula of die UN. 

In the last round of talks in 
Kandahar the Taliban team was 
led by Mullah Mohammad Omar 
while Mohammad Younis Qanooni 
liad led the negotiating team of the 
NA in Dii^anbe. 

Since the completion of the first 
round, Pakistan was eagerly a^wait- 
ing the response from the two 
sides both of whom had sought 
time for consultation among tfieir 
rankandfile. 

According to the sources, the 
Afghan group led Ahmed ^ah 
Masood has recently communicat- 
ed its response to the leader of the 
Pakistani delegation. Though 
there is no official wtnrd about £e 
nature of the reqxmse, the sources 
confirmed that the launching of 
the second round of ''distance 
negotiations** vr^s die consequence 
of NA's reply, r 

Pakistan had initiated these 
efforts for aiding die bloodshed in 
war-ravaged Afghanistan following 
a request from Professor 
Burhanuddin Rabb;|ni who fMked 
Prime Mnister Nawaz Sharif to 
help end the conflict 



to calls 
for sealing of 
Afghan border 



From Ouir CorrespmidenI 

reSHAWAR - Ftencr NWFP Chief 
Ministorand PPP leader Aftab Ahmad 
Khan Sheip»3 has aisked for sealing Of 
Afghanistan intematicMial borders with 
all netghbotmng coimtries and deploy* 
ing of tt» United Nations peace keq>- 
ing forc^ in that country. 

Unless making weak and destablise 
the war lords, no cme couki ensure le- 
turn of peace and tranquility in Afghan- 
istan/' he remarked while answering to 
a question during a chat with the [Mess 
on Monday. ^ > ' 

Elaborating his point of view. Aftab 
Khan Sherpao said that now it had be- 
come an open seciet tiiat all of die w^u* 
lords, leading the rival ^tions are ^t- 
ting foreign help included arms and 
currency and die in*fightihg become a 
source of income' for di^m. 

In response to a question, he said tiiat 
it is crystal clear that unless making 
destablised and weak tiiese war kirds 
and war mongers, no one coukI ensure 
solution to the conflict. In thisxonnec- 
tion, HjB said tiiat United NaticHis needs 
to first seal all die international bmders 
of Afghamstan and later deploy peace 
keeping forces in titat country whkh 
acc(»diiig to him could enable die war 
affected Afghans to get a rid of 20-year 
long bloodshed and destruction in tiieir 
motherland. 

Later on, remm of comple te peac e a 
meeting of the traditkmal Loya Jirga 
tnay be convened, enabling the genu- 
ine representatives of Afghans to de- 
ckie die future tiieir modieriand. Now 
when tifte Afghans particulariy die ri- 
val facticms are^gi^ in a tugof war, 
no one could expect positive outcomes 
of the meetings and conferences. 
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PESHAWAR -The Afghans are Still nKiietlmWperc^^ 
undecided as to who should repiescnti^: and have, established a peaceful at-,^^ 
Afghanistan in the UN. Although mospheie, in that aiea. Similariy be ^ 
both TWiban and their rivals are Strugs >;also highlighted lecoit political and . 
gling to establish their claini over the .^'iniUtary.achievenicnts of IJaliban. 
UN seat, nmjoriQr of die Afglwns, parr ^ : I^is<?:]^<i^of tite Cq^ 
ticularly diose who favour a negotiat^,^^: Undci»lM%gandNat^^ 
ed solution to the-amflid want tp /:;Afj6aB^ 
keep itvacantabnonepflheftttt^^^ 
mandate of die Afghans. 



The former jehfidic leadeaA^lAn - 
came to power got the UN scaCtWw 
when the 0(1 General Assdbbly sesr 
sion has started, 'Miban are stnigglpg 
to get the post while Rabbani is le* 
luctant to vacate it. However, the mod- 
erate and neutral Afghans who on one 
hand are denouncing the in*fighting 
among the warring factions and on the 
other demanding a negotiated sohition 
to the c(mflict, are insisting diat dieir 
mothedand*s seat in the General As- 
sembly may be kept vacant Accord? 
ing to them niedi^: Taliban nor the 
Northern Alliance are capable of rep- 
resenting the Afghans. 

In this connection, a local Pushto 
daily in its Wednesday issue, pub- 
lished views of a latge number of the 
Afghans from every walk of life. Tal- 



National. He lidded both the rival 
grotms are not only engaged in -fight- 
mg for^ithe pleasure of their foreign 
masten^ but ev^ they are not sincere 

yA; M^ of otho^ groups and or- 
ganyidons includihjg die womcai, stu- 
dents, labours and intellectuals have 
expreued similar views aiid said diat 
bodi die sides are not only indulging 
in violation of human rights but even 
they have ignored the United Nations ^ 
and Amnesty International charters. 
; But liloe moderate and neutral Af- 
ghani, a large number of odiers are 
also supporting Taliban demand. 
They claim diat Tidiban have not (»)ly 
established a peaceful atmos^iere in 
their controlled areas but even diey 
have mtroduced a rule of law. 
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Hostages: Kyrgyz team due today 



ISLAMABAD, Sept 27: A visiting 
Kyrgyz team will open talks with 
Taliban officials in Islamabad on 
Tuesday to discuss ways for the 
release of four Japanese geologists, 
who were abducted in Kyrgyzstan 
last month, diplomatic sources 
said. 

Members of the Kyrgyz delega- 
tion will hoM preliminary talks 
with Tali1;^6fficials ahead of 
their visit ^^Afghanistan for fur- 
ther talks, tHe sources told the NNI 

A three-member team from 
Kyrgyzstan, led by Tursunbek 
Akunov, Chairman of Kyrgyz 
Human Rights Commission, 
arrived in Islamabad on Sunday to 
travel to Afghanistan to seek 
Taliban's help for the release 
Japanese geologists. 

tahban Deputy Foreign Minister 
Mulla Abdul Jalil flew into the 
Pakistani capital, apparently to 



join the Islamabad-based Taliban 
diplomats in the talks. 

The kidnappers, who crossed 
into Kyrgyzstan from Tajikistan in 
the wake of peace accord, report- 
edly captured the Japanese on 
August 21, along with a Kyrgyz 
commander and seven others. They 
were held hostage in a mountain 
hideout in the southwest of the 
Central Asian r^blic 

Uzbekistan Foreign Minister 
Abdulaziz Kamilov said last week 
that the leader of the Uzbek 
Islamic group, allegedly involved 
in the abduction, was residing in 
the Taliban-controlled area in 
Afghanistan. 

However, Taliban spokesman 
Abdul Hayee Mutama^ has reject- 
ed the daim of KamiloV that the 
leadar of the Uzbek Islamic group 
^ living in Afghanistan. Mutmaen 
said the allegaticms were aimed at 



internationalising a regional con- 
flict. 

Kyrgyz defence officials have 
held negotiations with the com- 
manders of the Islamic fighters. 
However, the talks failed 

Bishkek was reluctant to hold 
talks with the guerillas as it feared 
that the development could anger 
its ncHthem neighbour Uzbekbtan. 
However, Kyryzstan was under 
immense pressure from Japan to 
negotiate with the kidnappers. 

The Islamists had earlier sent a 
message to the Kyrgyz authcHities, 
demanding negotiations and also 
asserting that the four Japanese 
were alive and in good health.' 

Hie kidnappers want Uzbekistan 
to free 50,000 Muslims allegedly 
held in its prisons. 

Uzbekistan has, however, reject- 
ed the demands of the Islamists 
terming them provocative. —NNI 



4 ^^^^^^^^^^ 

announces 
financial aid foK Afghans 



memal organisation (NGO). ^ 
. The grant will ^Mm over two years 
ttid wiu be ttttlizedln commimity4»sed 
rehabilitatioQ and training in the fields 
of ortfiopaediG^techndlogy and physio- 



By Our Staff Reporter 

ISLAMABAD - The Caiia(|iiih goy- 
eniment will provide financita mnu 

ancc worth 200. 000 Camdiau' doilars ^~.^^»v™^„«, ,„„ 

landimndM in Afi^ianistan. the Cma- tion Centre in OtUwa. Cuiad*. will 

S^t^^T**"""""* """*^ travel to Kandahar. Alghanistan. for 

ment on Tliursday. providing technical assUunce. The 

An agreement m this regard was Qi^Kfians Institute, estaWiriied in 1995 

a>nimissioner F«»y de Kcrckhove and dren liiKra& and Oie southwestern 
Hafeez Yaqoo^. Execubve Director of .^Afghanistan, fthas dose woridng rela- 

the Guardians Insitute of Orthopaedics tidnsHips with local authorities in^ 

in Kandahar, an Afghan non-govcm- temationallud agencies in Afghanistan 
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Islamabad's 

Afghan 
peace move 

rejected 

KABUL. Sept 2: Afghanistan's 
opposition United Front on 
Thursday formally rejected 
Pakistan's peace efforts and 
announced plans for a cabinet 
reshuffle in its ousted government 

The decisions followed a meeting 
on Tuesday of the front members in 
the opposition-held Panjsher 
Valley, aroimd 100 kilometres north 
of Kabul 

"At this meeting, prominent 
members of the United Front 
agreed on the establishment of a 
central Afghan bank and the re- 
establishment of 10 ministries," the 
United front said in a statement 

But it said details of the min- 
istries and who would fill the posts 
would be announced later. No fur- 
ther details on the central bank 
plan were available. 

The meeting included chief oppo- 
sition commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood, General Sayed Husain 
Anwari, along with a list of high- 
profile members including Ustad 
Sayaf and Yonnus Qanooni. 

The opposition was ousted from 
government in 1996 by the Taliban 
who control 80 per cent of 
Afgjianistan after five years of dvil 
war. 

However, the United Nations still 
recognises the opposition and for- 
mer president Burhunddin Rabanni 
as the legitimate head of state. 

•* The United Front also unani- 
mously backed the recommenda- 
tions of the Dushanbe delegation, 
led by Qanooni and Anwari, to 
reject Pakistan's offer of an honest 
broker," the statement said. 

Instead, the front had opted for 
initiatives established by the six- 
plus-two nations. This groups the 
United States and Russian with 
Afghan neighbours, China, Iran, 
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, 
Tajikistan and Pakistan. 

Six-plus-two was established in 
1997 to try and establish a peace 
formula capable of ending the dvil 
war in Afghanistan. 

*• The United Front continues to 
view Pakistan's efforts as hypocriti- 
cal given its blatant interference in 
Afghanistan's domestic affairs," the 
: statement said.— AFP 



Anti-Taliban groups ; 
form lO-man council 

KABUL (AFP) - The anti-Taliban Afghan society and not the factions 

northern alliance has formed a lO-mcm- making the northern alliance, saitt^^ 

ber leadership council and reshuffled Anwari, a close dde to Masood. 

the cabinet, an opposition spi^kesman He said the council's political officej 

said Tuesday. : will assume flie main role of taking key 

Thccouncilwillbeheadedbyformer decisions on current issues. ^] 
President BufhanuddinRabbani, Gen- The cabinet includes Mohammad 
eral Sayed Hussein Anwari, said add- Qassim appointed Justice Minister, fin- 
ing the decision was reached after a gineer Gardczee as Agriculture Minis- 
series of meetings of the opf^sition ter, Mohammad Elyass Zaraa Educa-^'- 
alliance. tion Minister, Engineer Mohamnud ^ ^ 

Rabbani's ethnic Pashtooii ally, Hasbim Sa'ce Public Worics Minister ' 

Abdul Rab RasQol Sayyaf, will te his and Mohammad Natcqi Commerc^;; 

deputy, with the fortner^ Afghan de- Minister. * ' 

fence minister Ahmad S|iah Masood .Wahidullah Sabaoon becomes Fi- 

retained as chief military pommander nance Minister, Dr Abdullah remains 

of the opposition, Anwari added. deputy and Acting Foreign Minister,* ' 

Other members are Abdul Rahcem Dr Yaqub Barekzai Health Minister, 

Abbas Karfinji, Sayed Husain Anwari, r FaheemKhMi Minister for State Secu- 

Haji Abdul Qalir*.Quri>an Ali Erfani, rity and Qazi Abdul Bari Deputy Jus- 

WahiduUahSabaoon, Sayed NooniUah tice of the Supreme Court 

Emadand Abdullah Wardakrepresent- Abdullah and Fahim Khan are from ; 

ing dii^eient Afghan ethnic groups, he Masood's faction and Sabaoon fioni 

said. the He^i-Islami party of ex-premier : 

The main criteria in choosing them Gulbuddin Hckmatyar. while the oth- 

has been the ethnic composition of the crs are mostiy new feces. 
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Afghan opposition rejects 
Pakistan's peace efforts 




KABUL (AFP) - Afghanistan's op- 
position United Front Thursday formal- 
ly rejected Pakistan peace efforts and 
announced plans for a cabinet reshuf- 
fle in its ousted government. 

The decisions followed a meeting on 
Tuesday of the front members in the 
opposition-held Panjsher Valley, around 
100 kilometres north of Taliban control- 
led Kabul. 

'At this meeting, prominent members 
of the United Front agreed on the es- 
tablishment of a central Afghan bank 
and the pp^tablishment of 10 minis- 
tries,' tl?0 United front said in a state- 
ment. ^ 

But it said details of the ministries and 
who would fill the posts would be an- 
nounced later. No further details on the 
central bank plan were available. The* 
meeting included chief opposition com- 
mander Ahmad Shah Masood, General 
Sayed Husain Anwari, along with a list 
of high profile members including Us- 
tad Sayaf and Yonnus Qanooni. 

The opposition was ousted from gov- 



ernment in 1996 by the Taliban who 
control 80 percent of Afghanist^ after 
five years of civil war. \ 

•The Unit^ Front also unanimously 
backed the recommendations of the; 
Dushanbe delegation, led by Qanooni 
and Anwari, to reject Pakistan's offer 
of an honest broker,' the statement said./ 

Instdacl the fiont had opted for initia- 
tives established by the six-plus-two 
nations. This groups the United States 
and Russian with Afghan neighbours, 
China, Iran, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, 
Tajikistan and Pakistan. 

Six-plus-two was established in 1997 
to try and establish a peace formula ca- 
pable of endiujg the civil war in Afghan- 
istan. 

*Thfe Ufiited Fh)ht cotttifttifes to view 
Pakistan's efforts as hypocritical .given 
its blatant interference in Afglumistan's 
domestic affairs,' the statement said. 

NNI adds: The Afghan opposition 
United Front has decided to establish 
central Afghan bank and to revive a ten- 
member cabinet, an opposition com- 



mander said on Thursday. 

Prominent members of the United 
Front- met in Ptojsh^ to discuss issues 
peitabing Co foreign and domestic pol- 
icy, Pi|kistani sponscmi peace {nopos- 
al and 'the composition of a new cabi- 
net« General Hussain Anwari said. 

Anwari, who also attended the meet- 
ing, said in a statement received that 
details of the cabinet ministers would 
be made public in due course. 

The United Nations still recognizes 
the deposed President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani as the lejgitimate Afghan rul- 
er. Pakistan* Saudi Arabia and Hbt Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates are the three states, 
which recognize Taliban as govern- 
ment. 

Th& Afghan op^d^itibh'fi decision 
came at a time when the United Nations 
is set to decide about the. Afghan seat 
later this month. Taliban, who control 
some 90 per cent of the territCMy, includ- " 
ing Kabul, has been demanding recog- 
nition for three years, since they over- 
ran the capital city. 
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Afghan opposition 
appeals for 
urgent food aid 

K ABUL.( AFP) - The Afghan oppo- 
sition Wednesday called for urgent 
humanitarian aid for thousands of peo- 
ple in the besieged Darre Soof valley in 
northern Samangan province. 

General Sayed Hussein Anwari. a 
spokesman for the anti-Taliban alli- 
ance said 30,000 people had been ren- 
dered homeless because of frequent 
fluting in the valfcy over the past ten 
months. People in the remote area, sur- 
rounded by mountains, are facing star- 
vation, he said. 

* We call upon the international com- 
munity and humanitarian organisations 
to render urgently needed assistance to 
the beleaguered population of the val- 
ley,* he said in a statement. 

He said local people badly need food, 
clothing and medicines. 

Darre Soof is a large area, located 
adjacent to the Taliban-held provinces 
of Balkh and Bamiyan. Sources said 
the supply was cut when the militia 
captured Bamiyan in September last 
year and many opposition supporters 
took refuge in the valley. 

* With winter looming their predica- 
ment may take a turn for the worse 
unless urgently needed items reach the 
valley,* he said. 

Anwari also said thousands of houses, 
mosques, schools and health clinics 
had been burnt or destroyed in repeat^ 
Taliban offensives. 

The religious militia controls some 
80 percent of Afghanistan while the 
opposition holds the rest. 



Afghan Opposition 
rejects Pak proposal 
for joint commission 

ISLAMABAD (NNI)-The Afghan 
Oppositicm has turned down Pakistan's 
proposal for the formation of a joint 
commission with the Taliban. 

"We have rejected the proposal for 
formation of a joint commission with 
the Taliban. We have nothing to do with 
Taliban. Instead, we would like to re- 
solve our problems with Islamabad**, 
Irfani, member, of the newly formed 
Leadership Council of the Afghan Op- 
position said in an interview with Ra- 
dio Tehran. 

Irfani, who was ialso the mehiber of 
the Afghan delegation which held talks 
with Pakistan delegation in Tajik c£^i* 
tal, Dushanbe, said that Taliban would 
just vanish from the scene if Islamabad 
withdraws support to them as the inter- 
national community is not recognizing 
them. If Pakistan wants to resolve its 
problems with th& Afghan^Opposition, 
it should recpgnkie our government, 
Irf{mi'^at|<ted.^';:.:.'^^^^^^^^^^^ 

He saiH that the world community has 
accorded recognition to the Afghan 
Opposition as legitimate government 
and Islamabad cannot deny the fact. He 
said that Professor Rabbani asked the 
Pakistan negotiating team to withdraw 
support to the Taliban. 
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foreigners involved in 
Afghan fighting' 



KABUL, Sept 27: Afghanistan's 
opposition United Front daimed on 
Monday that 70 Pakistai4.and Arab 
troops had been captikred^ and 
alleged Pakistan had stepped up its 
military support for the Taliban. - 

**Despite die capture of a few dis- 
tricts, Taliban troops suffered 
heavy losses in the north," opposi- 
tion commander Sayed Hussain 
Anwari said. 

"A promin^t Talib identity (sic). 
Commander Siddique, and IS oth- 
ers were killed in Gordara, wfaUe 70 
Pakistani and Arabs were captured 
in Imam Sahib, Kunduz. The POWs 
have been transferred to Takhar," 
he added. 

The claims coincide with a series 
of defeats for the United Front 
after the Taliban captured the kc^ 
districts of Imam Sahib and Dasht-i- 



DAWN 



Archi in northern Kunduz province, 
and put down poclcet rebellions in 
the west / 

Anwari alleged the Taliban were 
assisted by the Pakistan Air Force. 

**The Pakistan Air Force carried 
out fiv^ sorties over Taloqan on 
Sunday. At least four were Idlled in 
^ raids," he said. 

"Our intellig^ce in the province 
of Kunar has confirmed the deploy- 
ment of elite Pakistani Faujees 
(armymen) well inside the 
province. 

The said troops have been 
pushed further inside 
Afghanistan," Anwari said. 

'*The Pakistani military's latest 
actions are a reflection of 
Islamabad's desperation to subdue 
anti-Taliban forces ahead of win- 
ter," Anwari said.-— AFP 
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Afghan opposition 
claims gains in north 



KABUL (AFP) - Afghanistan's Uni^ 
ed Front Wednesday claimed gains in 
two northern provinces, saying fierce 
fighting inflicted *significant* losses on 
the country's ruling Taliban. 

Opposition spokesman General 
Sayed Anwari said lar^ ^antities of ' 
ammunition, armoured vehicles 'and 
heavy weapons were captured. 

He «aid the offensive was launched 
in Jozjan where troops aligned to the 
United Front had captured the strategic 
town of Alaghan. 

*The Taliban's human losses in Joz- 
jan were significant. One of the enemy's 
most prominent commanders in the 
province, Maulavi Ismael, was killed in 
the battle for Alaghan,' Anwari said. 

The advance could not be independ- 
ently confirmed and a spokesman for 
the Taliban, which controls most of 
Afghanistan, was not unavailable. 

Anwari said the United Front troops 
continued their advance towards Aibak 



by ci^turing the district of Gordara in 
Samangan province. 

But further details were not availa- 
ble. 

•Consecutive Tediban military defeats 
m Darre Suf* Samangan, recently 
prompted the United Front armies* to 
initiate a number of offensives,' he said. 

He added that the Tiliban were re- 
pulsed from the districts of Aqgunbad. 
Tonjgola and Gosfandi. 

•Fighting continues to rage in the west 
of the province,' he said. 

The opposition United Front under 
Commander Alunad Shah Masood con- 
trol about 20 percent of Afghanistan 
with its political and military forces 
based in the north east provinces. 

On Tuesday Masood said in an inter- 
view with the French daily Liberation 
he would *continue the war into the 
\eastem provinces up to the Pakistani 
border' and *iesume the dfensive in the 
next few days.' 



Afghan opposition gains 



ground in Kapisa 



ISLAMABAD, Sept 5: Afghan 
opposition forces on Sunday 
launched an attack against the 
Taliban militia in the northern 
province of Kapisa, the Afghan 
Islamic Press (AIP) reported. 

The troops loyal to commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood gained 
ground, killing 15 Taliban soldiers 
and capturing 16 of them, the 
Pakistan-based private agency quot- 
ed an un-named opposition 
spokesman as saying. 

The spokesman said Masood*s 
fighters had retaken the areas of 
Shokhi aiid KotaH-Sqlank and 
advanced 15 kilometres towards the 
town of Nejrab. 

Independent sources in Kabul 
confirmed fighting on the frontlines 
50 kilometres north of Kabul, with- 



out id^tifying the location. 

Masood's heavily fortified bastion 
of the Panjsher vaUey, around 100 
kilometres from Kabid, is in Kapi^ 
province. 

There has been a lull on the front- 
lines nortll of Kabul after last mon- 
th's fierce clashes following the 
July 28 Taliban offensive. The 
opposition suffered initial setbacks 
in that o^ensive but later regained 
nwch of ^ lost territory. 

The Taliban's capture of tie; fer- 
tile Shomali plain, which starts 15 
kilometres from Kabul, triggered a 
mass fli^t from the area with the 
number of refugees estimated 
around 200,000. Most fled to 
Panjsher but thousands others are 
camping in Kabul where UN agen- 
cies are feeding them.^AFP 
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